
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD  
             “He is not here, He has risen!” 
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HE IS RISEN!!  We’re delighted that you chose to celebrate 
the resurrection with us!  We pray that Jesus’ victory over 
sin and death means so much to you that you will want to 
continue to celebrate that victory every Sunday. 
 

ENTER THE  “GARDEN” QUIETLY 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
WELCOME AND GREET ONE ANOTHER  
Please sign our ‘Record of Fellowship’’ book found in the pew 
 

OPENING HYMN 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
Christ the Lord is risen today. Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high. Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heav’ns and earth, reply: Alleluia! 
 

Lives again our glorious King. Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Dying once, He all doth save. Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done. Alleluia! 
Fought the firth the battle won. Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise. Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia! 
 

THE INVOCATION 
P: We begin our celebration of victory in the 
 name of the loving Father and of the living Son, and 
 of the all-powerful Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE SENTENCE FOR THE DAY 
P: Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! 
All: Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  



 

3 

 

P:  For as by a man came death, by a man has come also 
 the resurrection of the dead. 

C:  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 
made alive. (1Corinthians 15:21-22) 

P:  In repentant faith, we come before our Lord to confess 
 our sin. Almighty God, 
C:  We confess to You that we are sinful by nature. 
 We have lived out our sinful nature by thinking 
 selfish thoughts, saying hurtful words, and doing 
 unloving actions. We pray, bring us from the 
 death of our sin back to life. Forgive us for the  
 sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
P:  The last enemy to be destroyed is death and Jesus has 
 won the victory over sin, death and the devil and 
 through Him, our sins are forgiven. We praise God for 

His grace to us. Therefore, it is my privilege to 

announce that your sins are forgiven in the name of the 
Father, the  Son and the Holy Spirit.  

All:  Amen! Thanks be to God! 
 

THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
ALL: (We pray together) O Lord, on this day 
 You rose triumphantly from the dead,  
 showing that You had conquered sin and 
 death.  We thank  You that Your Victory is 
 now ours; that You have made peace 
 with God on our behalf. Bless us now as 
 we live in that victory.  This we ask in the 
 name of our living Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
THE FIRST READING – Acts 10:34-43 NIV  

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true 
it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts 
from every nation the one who fears him and does 
what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to 
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the people of Israel, announcing the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You 
know what has happened throughout the province of 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he 
went around doing good and healing all who were 
under the power of the devil, because God was with 
him. 39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him 
by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him 
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 
seen.41 He was not seen by all the people, but by 
witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th 

chapter starting at the 1st verse. 
C:       Glory to You, O Lord! 
P: After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the 

week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 
stone and sat on it.3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.4 The 
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; 
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he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 
‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told 
you.” 8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, 
afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he 
said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.” 

P:      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:      Praise to You, O Christ.  
  

   AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED  
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of  

heaven and earth. And of all things visible and 
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten not made, being of one substance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  
And the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  And he will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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SONG OF PREPARATION 
Raise a Hallelujah 
I raise a hallelujah, in the presence of my enemies 
I raise a hallelujah, louder than the unbelief 
I raise a hallelujah, my weapon is a melody 
I raise a hallelujah, heaven comes to fight for me 
 

CHORUS 
I’m gonna sing, in the middle of the storm 
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise 
Death is defeated, the King is alive! 
 

I raise a hallelujah, with everything inside of me 
I raise a hallelujah, I will watch the darkness flee 
I raise a hallelujah, in the middle of the mystery 
I raise a hallelujah, fear you lost your hold on me! 
CHORUS 
 

BRIDGE: 
MEN: Sing a little louder             
 WOMEN: (Sing a little louder) 
Men: Sing a little louder             
 WOMEN: (Sing a little louder) 
Men: Sing a little louder             
 WOMEN: (Sing a little louder) 
Men: Let’s sing a little louder      
 WOMEN: (Let’s sing a little louder) 
MEN: Sing a little louder            
 WOMEN: (in the presence of my enemies) 
Men: Sing a little louder             
  WOMEN: (Louder than the unbelief) 
Men: Sing a little louder             
       WOMEN: (My weapon is a melody) 
Men: Let’s sing a little louder      
       WOMEN: (Heaven comes to fight for me) 
 

CHORUS: Instruments cut out. A Cappella voices. Clapping 

I’m gonna sing, in the middle of the storm 
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise 
Death is defeated, the King is alive! 
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CHORUS: Instruments rejoin voices, Clapping continues.  

Oh, I’m gonna sing, in the middle of the storm 
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise 
Death is defeated, the King is alive! 
 

The King is alive! 
 

THE MESSAGE...Good Tidings from the Grave Yard! 
Matthew 28:1-10  Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 

OUR TITHES AND SACRIFICIAL GIFTS 
Christ Arose 
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus, my Savior!  
Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 
 

REFRAIN 
Up from the grave He arose,  
with a mighty triumph o’re His foes. 
He arose a victor from the dark domain 
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.  
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 

Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus, my Savior! 
Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus, my Lord! 
REFRAIN 
 

Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus, my Savior! 
He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord! 
REFRAIN 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole people of God in Christ 
 Jesus and for all people according to their 
 needs.  For all ministers and teachers of Your 
 Word, that they may always be faithful to their 
 calling and, by their lives and example bring 
 honor to Your name and lead others in the way 
 of truth; Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: Hear our prayer.  
P: For the Church, that all schisms may be healed, and 
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that it may be a strong witness to the world of the 
good news of the Gospel of Christ; Lord in Your 
mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the nations of the earth, that all wars may cease 

among them, and that all their inhabitants and rulers 
may come to know You as their Lord and Savior; 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of living hope, guard those serving in the 

military, Patrick Santucci, Jesse Fredrickson, Jeffrey 
Davey the military personnel involved with the fight 
against ISIS, along with families at home, the soldiers 
and civilian workers in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and 
around the world that they may be safe and soon 
return to their families.  

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the un-churched, that Your Spirit would touch 

them through our witness and bring them to faith in 
You; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For those who are ill, alone – the homebound, and 

those confined to hospitals or nursing homes, 
especially…, that their hope may be continuously in 
You and that by Your resurrection they may be 
revitalized in the hope of eternal life in heaven with 
You; freed from all pain and sorrow. Lord, in Your 
mercy,   

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: On this day of Your glorious resurrection, we 

remember all our loved ones who have died in faith.  
Give us faith to believe that they are now in fullness 
of joy at Your right hand.  Help us to follow their 
example of faith until that day when we too will pass 
from the grave to eternal life with You.  Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
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C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All:(Sung) 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
And the glory forever. Amen, Amen. 
 

THE THANKSGIVING 
P: Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
C: And His mercy endures forever. 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: 
Take, eat; this is MY † body, which is given for You. 
This do in remembrance of ME.  In the same way also 
He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it, all of 
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you; this is MY † blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of ME.  

SONGS FOR DISTRIBUTION 
We Remember You 
In broken bread and the cup that we share 
We remember You 
In broken bread and the cup that we share 
We remember You 
 

CHORUS 
We remember You, Jesus. 
We remember Your love for us. 
We remember the blood You shed. 
We remember You. 
REPEAT 
 

In Christ Alone 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 

There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
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Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 

There is a Redeemer 
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 
Thank You, Oh my Father, for giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 
 

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names. 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. 
Thank You, Oh my Father, for giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 
 

When I stand in glory, I will see His face. 
There I'll serve my King forever in that holy place. 
Thank You, Oh my Father, for giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 
 

WORDS OF TRIUMPH 
P: Go forth and tell everyone that Christ is risen! 
C: We will tell them that He triumphed over death 

and the grave. 
P: Tell them that His Spirit is alive in the world today. 
C: We will praise Him with our words and our 

deeds.  Alleluia! 
 
THE BENEDICTION  
P: God the Father, Who lovingly created us with His 

hand. God the Son, Whose living hands now extend in 
love to us. God the Holy Spirit, Who holds us ever 
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near… bless us and keep us, make His face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. May He smile upon you 
and give you His peace. 

C: Amen.  Alleluia! 
DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C. We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building and sending. 
 

 
THE CLOSING HYMN  
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
All hail the power of Jesus' name let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all; 
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all! 
 

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s, Ye ransomed from the fall; 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, and crown Him Lord 
of all 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, and crown Him Lord 
of all 
 

O that with yonder sacred throng, We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown Him Lord of all. 
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