
The Parable of the Unjust Steward 
Luke 16:1-8 
 

This parable may be regarded as an appendix to the parable 
of the prodigal son.    
 

The first line of the parable reveals three kinds of 
people:   

The      
 
The      
 
The      

 
 

What did Jesus listeners expect the steward to do?   
Four things:  
1st Response, “Beloved Master, I have served you.   

  My father served your father.   
2nd This really isn’t my fault.   
3rd “Bring in these liars who tell you I am stealing.”   
4th He could send his influential friends to visit the master 
     and plead his case.   
 

“The manager said to himself, “What shall I do now? 
My master is taking away my job.  I’m not strong enough to 
dig and I’m ashamed to beg – I know what I will do so that. 
When I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their 
houses.”   
 

He dreams up a cunning scheme – “So he called in each one 
of his master’s debtors.  He asked the first, “How much do 
you owe my master?” Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,” He 
replied.  The manager told him, “Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it four hundred.”  Then he asked the 
second, “And how much do you owe?”  “A thousand bushels 
of wheat,” he replied.  He told him, “Take your bill and make 
it eight hundred.”  
 



 

The master is faced with two choices:   
 
1st Legally he can go to the village and explain that the 
reductions were not authorized, and that they still owe the 
other balance.   
 
2nd The master can remain   , pay the price and 
continue to enjoy his reputation as a generous man.  
 

“Then the master commended the dishonest steward  
for his prudence.  For the sons of this age are wiser in  
their own generation than the sons of light.”   

 

Why is the steward commended?   
God wants His dearly loved children to completely trust in  
 
the     of God for their salvation, like this 
dishonest steward.   
 

 
What can we glean from this parable? 
 
The     of God.  God is a God of justice, mercy 
and has great personal integrity.  
 
The     of sin and its condemnation. 
 
The     nature of sin. 
 
The steward’s      perception.  
 
The steward’s      to act. 
 
  
  


