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FULL   
OF JOY

WEEK 35: EASTER

SCRIPTURE:  JOHN 20:1–18

TEXT:  JOHN 20:18  /  “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the  
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’ — and that he had said these things to her.”  

SONG:  LSB 475  /  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”; AGPS 112 

TOOLS TO JOY 
A variety of leftover Easter decorations (from 
school, church or home) or treats.

JOY TOGETHER
How was your Easter celebration? Today I have some 
reminders of Easter gatherings. Our gatherings may 
have included colorful balloons, flowers (perhaps 
Easter lilies) and some extra Easter candy or treats. 
As with many celebrations, we enjoy the special food 
and atmosphere and then quickly pack it away and 
forget about it.  

JOY IN THE WORD
We had Easter joy in our worship last Sunday and in 
our special celebrations at church and in our family. 
The Good News of Jesus’ resurrection is that our joy 
is not quickly forgotten or packed away.

It had not been a joyful time for Jesus’ disciples and 
friends following His Good Friday death on the cross. 
Jesus had been quickly buried in Joseph of Arimathea’s 
tomb. Some women who loved Jesus planned to 
go back on Sunday morning to finish the burial 
process. Many of the disciples were hiding because 
they thought Jesus’ enemies would come to capture 
them. They thought they would never see Jesus again. 
Our Bible reading tells us about one of Jesus’ followers, 
Mary Magdalene, who was at Jesus’ tomb.

We can imagine Mary’s sadness. Maybe some of us 
have been at funerals and were sad at the death of a 
loved one. Maybe some of us have gone to cemeteries 
with our family to see the graves of family members. 

Jesus would not stay in the grave. Jesus had promised 
that He would rise again after three days. The promise 
came true. Jesus was alive. Jesus called Mary’s name. 
She heard and saw Jesus. Mary was joyful! Mary’s joy 
was immediately shared with Jesus’ disciples. Soon 
all of Jesus’ disciples would also see Jesus. For the rest 
of their lives, Mary and Jesus’ disciples shared the joy 
of Jesus’ resurrection. Mary, the disciples and all the 
others who saw Jesus alive (there were over 500 at one 
time!) are the reason we believe that Jesus rose from 
the dead and lives to be our Savior. Their joy is our joy.

We have lots of joys in our lives and in our schools. 
All the joys that we celebrate are because of the 
greatest joy of all — Jesus is alive! That’s a joy we 
never pack away and never forget. It is a joy that we 
are excited to share.  

JOY IN PRAYER
Jesus, thank You for the joys of our Easter celebra-
tions — decorations, family, vacation from school, etc. 
Thank You most of all for the joy of Your resurrection. 
Because You rose again, You bring us joy every day 
and eternally. Amen.

FULLY LUTHERAN 
Luther’s Easter hymn, “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s 
Strong Bands,” LSB 458


