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Learning to Discern God’s Voice from Others  
I Thessalonians 5:21-22 

 

The five heart-rending words I know are these:  
“I never saw it coming.”  
 

Discernment is the ability to judge well.  
 

“The time has come for judgment to begin at the 
house of God.” I Peter 4:17  

 

Read: Romans 1:28-32 
 
Listen: Galatians 5:19-21 Message Translation 
 
Discernment is a Three-Way Key  

*First key is understanding God’s Will.  
“Test all things; hold fast what is good. 
Abstain from every form of evil.”  

I Thessalonians 5:21-22 
 

*Second key is good judgment.  
 

 

*Third key is knowing God’s voice.  
 
Do we recognize the sound of our heavenly Father’s voice? 
Do we recognize the Holy Spirit speaking in our heart?  
 
In helping us to determine if the Father is speaking, we are 
enlightened to remember a few things.  
 

First, the Lord will never impose on us something that 
hampers us from using our spiritual gifts, talents, 
skills and resources that He has given to us.  
 

Second, the Lord will never speak something to us 
that is contrary to Scripture.  



 

The importance of trusting and obeying God.  
 
The ongoing pursuit of spiritual discernment.  
 
First, we are empowered to recognize that spiritual 
discernment is something to be desired and sought after.  
 “Teach me good judgment and knowledge.” 

Psalm 199:66  
 
Second, we are empowered to rely upon the Holy Spirit as 
the source of truth in us.  
 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, No mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love 
Him.  But God has revealed them to us through the 
Holy Spirit.  The spirit searches all things, even, the 
deep things of God.  For who among men knows the 
thoughts of God except the man’s spirit within him. In 
the same way no one knows the thoughts of God 
except the spirit of God.  We have not received the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we may understand what godly has freely given 
to us.”        I Corinthians 2:9-12 

 
Third, we are empowered to be willing to study the Word 
of God.  
 
Fourth, we are empowered to seek out God’s thoughts on 
every issue.  
 
Read Psalm 119:97-105 
 
 


