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WEEK 37: THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

SCRIPTURE:  1 PETER 1:17–25

TEXT:  1 PETER 1:22  /  “Having purified your souls by your obedience to the 
truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart.”  

SONG:  LSB 700  /  “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”; AGPS 144

TOOLS TO JOY 
Several glasses or other clear, similar-sized contain-
ers with varying levels of water or other liquids. 

JOY TOGETHER
I have several glasses with liquids: empty, almost 
empty, half full and full. Let’s imagine these contain-
ers show levels of love. Which glass best shows God’s 
love for us? 

JOY IN THE WORD
The full glass best shows God’s love. The Bible tell 
us that “God is love” (1 JOHN 4:16). God, who is full of 
love, poured all His love into the world by sending 
Jesus as our Savior. Our Bible reading from 1 Peter 
shares that the precious blood of Jesus was poured 
from the cross onto the world. 

Which glass best describes people when they don’t 
believe in Jesus? (The empty glass.) We were born 
empty. Our parents and family poured their love into 
us, but their love couldn’t make us love God or others. 

Which glass best shows our love for our parents, 
brothers, sisters and friends? Sometimes, in our 
sinfulness and selfishness, we don’t love others as we 
should. Our Bible reading tells us to “love one another 
earnestly.” We love with a pure, forgiven, full heart. 

(Pour water into the full glass until it overflows. 
Clean up the mess later.)

This is how God pours His love into us in Baptism. 
He fills us to overflowing. He continues to pour His 
love into us as we hear the Good News of Jesus’ love 
for us. God’s love not only fills our empty hearts; it 
overflows so that we can love others.

Today’s Easter fruit is the fruit of love. The Holy 
Spirit fills us with the love of Jesus and blesses us to 
love others.  

JOY IN PRAYER
Jesus, You are full of love. We rejoice that in Your 
resurrection we receive Your love. Send Your Spirit 
to fill us with the joy of loving others. Amen.

FULLY LUTHERAN 
Sacrament of the Altar — What is the benefit of this 
eating and drinking?


