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The Evil Prowler  

The Evil One’s strategy in using Temptation - Part 1  
 
 
The terms trial and temptation are often misunderstood.  
 

● A trial is a time of testing with a goal of strengthening the person who 
is going through the trial.  

 
● A temptation of the devil is intended to entice us to do evil.  

 
The nature of a temptation: 
A temptation can occur through the devil speaking directly to our minds and 
hearts. By speaking through a human being who is functioning under the devil’s 
influence.  
 
One thing to always remember God does not tempt us.  
 
Lamentation 3:33 
God “does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.”  
 
The Devil has a strategy.  
 
 
Strategic move 1: A focus on needs.  
 
“How does the devil know our needs and desires?” He observes the way we live!  
 
The Father of lies will lie to us in two ways about the needs in our life.  
First, he will tell us that we have a need that God can’t meet.  
Second, he will tell us that he is capable of meeting our need.  
 
 
Questions to ask about our neediness.  
 

1) What is the real need in our life?  
 



2) What is the devil playing on?  
● Every person has four basic physical needs: food, water, air, and 

physical security.  
 
● Every person has four basic emotional needs: human love, acceptance, 

feelings of competency and affirmation that leads to feelings of 
worthiness, purpose or usefulness.  

 
● Every person has four basic spiritual needs: God’s unconditional love, 

God’s forgiveness of sins, the assurance of everlasting life, and an 
awareness of God’s abiding presence that gives hope for the future and 
confidence that God is always in control. 

 
 
Strategic move 2: An ungodly means to a Godly end.  

 
Psychologists for years have advocated that people HALT.  
 
They know that if a person gets too hungry (H), too angry (A), too lonely (L), or 
too tired (T), they are in danger of emotional imbalance or continued depression.  
 
Philippians 4:8 
“Whatever is true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy- meditate on these 
things.”  
 

 


