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2 Corinthians 10:4-5 
“The weapons we fight with are not weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets 
itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ.”  
 
 

Arguments refer to speculations - false doctrines and false beliefs that sound like truth, but 
are not.  
 

Pretension refers to philosophies that sound wonderful, but do not bring us into a trusting 
saving faith relationship with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 

We are to bring every thought “into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”  
 

 

We are empowered by the Word of God to: 
1.  Define the faith. 

2.  Defend the faith. 

3.  Declare the faith. 

In order, to sum up what we as Christians trust and know about God, and the Christian 
church. 
 

The Creeds are statements of faith.  They are ecumenical - universal.  
 

● The Apostles’ creed written in 150 AD is a summary of what the Apostles’ taught about 
God. 

 
● The Nicene creed written in 356 AD was written to fight the false teaching that Jesus 

was not God. 
 

● The Athanasian creed was written during the sixth century.  It was written against the 
false teaching about the Trinity: One God – Three persons.  

 
 

The Gifts of baptism: Acts 2:38-39; I Corinthians 12:13 
1.  The forgiveness of sins.  

2.  The Holy Spirit.  

3.  A member of God’s family 



Jesus Christ freed us from the bonds of sin, death, and the power of the devil through His 
death and resurrection.  
 

Our power over our thoughts 
Do you have to entertain the devil’s ideas?  No.  
Do you have to allow his ideas to lodge in your mind and dwell on them?  No!  
 
We cannot not keep the devil from launching flaming arrows of ideas, beliefs, desires, and 
temptations at us.  
 
Philippians 4:8 
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” 
 

A stronghold - a recurring, compulsive thought pattern has a stronghold on a person.  
 

Know God’s Word and who He is in us.  
1 John 4:4 “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.”  
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  
 
When the devil’s flaming arrows come our way, we have a CMD - a critical moment of 
decision.  
 
The old evil foe approached Eve in the Garden of Eden and asked, “Has God indeed said, ‘You 
shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”  (Genesis 3:1)  
 
The devil hurled an arrow of doubt – “Did God say?”  

 
Genesis 2:16-17 
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

 
The devil responded to Eve by contradicting the word of God in saying, “You will not surely 
die. The father of lies then made a promise.  “For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

 
 

The devil said, “God is withholding from you something you would benefit from having!”  
A toehold  became a foothold quickly, and then a stronghold.  
 

King David had a CMD (a critical moment of decision).  
 
Philippians 4:8 
“Whatever is true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, or praiseworthy – think about such 
things!”  


