
Sunday, July 12, 2020 
 
The Evil Prowler  
Learning to Resist Temptation? 
 
Jesus was fully human.  
 
He was born.  He was hungry.  He was thirsty.  He wept.  He suffered temptation. 
 
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.” 

Hebrews 4:15 
 
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” Luke 2:52 
 
Jesus was perfect in His humanity in ways we aren’t.  
 
Temptation is an enticement to use God-given gifts to gratify God given desires and drives - 
in an ungodly, wrong way or at a wrong time.  

 
 
The devil began his temptations (of Jesus) with the word if meaning “Since you are the Son 
of God…”  
 
The devil attacked Jesus at the heart of His identity, and His strength.  
 
The devil presents what seems reasonable.  

He said, “Since you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”  
Matthew 4:3 

 
The devil offers questionable methods.  
 
The devil in this temptation threw in a couple of Bible verses.  
 
The devil said, “It is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands 
they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.”  Matthew 4:6  
 
The devil quoted Psalm 91:11-12 to Jesus.  
 

 
The devil never presents the right timetable.  
The devil last temptation tempted Jesus to secure the kingdoms of the world without any 
ministry or suffering.  

The devil said, “All these things I will give you now if You will fall down and  
worship me.”  



Wrong on two accounts:  
First the devil does not have the authority to give all the kingdoms to Jesus.  
Second, the devil was attempting to keep Jesus from doing the one thing that would  
secure the kingdom of the earth for Jesus.  

 
How Jesus responded to temptation?  
He quoted the Word of God to the devil.  
 “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from  

the mouth of God.” Deuteronomy 8:3  
“It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.” Deuteronomy 6:16  
“Worship the Lord, your God, and serve Him only.” Deuteronomy 6:13.  

 
What does this mean?  

We are enlightened and empowered not to get into a conversation with the devil. 
Jesus stood on the promises of God the Father.  
Jesus was 100% committed and resolved in His heart and mind that He  
would do the things in God’s way.  

 
 

 

 


