
Building a Life on God  
Feeding the Five Thousand 
Mark 6:30-44 
 

 “When Jesus saw a large crowd, He had compassion 
on them so He began teaching them.  By this time it was 
late in the day, so His disciples came and said, ‘This is a 
remote place.  Send the people away so they can go and 
buy something to eat.’  But Jesus answered, ‘You give them 
something to eat!’  They said, ‘That would take eight months 
of a man’s wages!’”        
 

I.  We are empowered to admit that we have a need.   
First principle: God desires us to ask Him to work in our 
lives. 

First the disciples procrastinated.   
“By this time it was late in the day.”   

 

Second, they past the buck.   
“Send the people away.”   

 

Third, they forgot who was with them.   
“It would take eight months wages.”   

 

II.  We are empowered to assess what we already have.  
Second principle: God always starts with what we have. 
  

“Jesus said, ‘How many loaves do you have?’ ‘Go  
and See.’ When they found out, they said, ‘Five small  
loaves of bread and two fish.’”     Mark 6:38  

 

 “Jesus asked this only to test them, for He already  
had in mind what He was going to do.”   John 6:6 

 

III.  We are empowered to give God whatever we 
have.  
Third principle: God uses whatever we give him.  

 
 



“Jesus took the five loaves and two fish.  He blessed  
the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving  
them to the disciples to set before the people...”   

Mark 6:41 
 

The young lad gave it willingly, He gave it cheerfully, and 
he gave it immediately.   
 
IV.  We are empowered to expect Him to multiply it.   

 “everyone ate and were satisfied.”   vs. 42  
“Afterwards they collected twelve baskets full of 
leftovers.”     Vs. 43 

Fourth principle: is of sowing and reaping. 
“Whatever you sow you’re going to reap.” 
      Galatians 6:7 
“God so loved the world that He gave.” John 3:16 
 “All things are possible with God.”   Mark 10:27  

 
In preparing for a miracle: 
We are empowered to grow to spiritual maturity.   
 
We are empowered to deepen our community as a church 
family.  

“Open your homes to each other.”   
“You should be like one big happy family.”   

1 Peter 4:9 
 
We are empowered to help everyone find a place of Ministry.   
We are empowered to worship God together every Sunday 
and by celebrating Thanksgiving together.   
 
We are empowered to take the Good News to our family 
members, friends, co-workers, and neighbors.   
  “They first gave themselves unreservedly to God. 

 Then the other giving flowed out of the purposes of  
God working in their lives.”   2 Corinthians 8:5 

 


