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WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING HYMN 
Good Good Father 
I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
 
CHORUS 
You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are It's who You are It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am It's who I am It's who I am 
 
I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
 
You are perfect in all of Your ways (3x) 
 
Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still (3x) 
Into love love love 
 

INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.    
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OPENING PRAYER 
ALL: Gracious Lord, Heavenly Father, You know all 

things. You know my weaknesses as well as my 
strengths. You are intimately acquainted with 
my hurts and my struggles. Today, give me 
Your peace and confidence to face the week 
ahead. Speak to me through the power of Your 
Holy Spirit working in the readings, the songs, 
and the message. Soothe my fears, heal my 
hurts, and grant me greater courage to know 
and do Your will. I offer my life as a willing 
servant. Forgive, renew and strengthen me to 
make a difference in the lives of those I love 
and within my own personal sphere of 
influence. Help me, Lord, so that I might help 
others. In the name Jesus. Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 119) 
P: I am laid low in the dust; renew my life according to 

Your Word. 
C: I recounted my ways and You answered me:  

teach me Your decrees. 
P: Let me understand the teaching of Your precepts; 

then I will meditate on Your wonders. 
C: My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me 

according to Your Word. 
P: Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me 

through Your Laws. 
C: I have chosen the way of the truth; I have set 

my heart on Your Laws. 
P: I hold fast to Your statutes, O Lord; do not let me be 

put to shame. 
C: I run in the path of Your commands, for You 

have set my heart free. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of 

righteousness. God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble. We humble ourselves, therefore, 
under God’s mighty hand that He may lift us up. 

C: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we 
confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.            1John 1:8-9 

P: We confess our sins to God. Gracious Lord, 
C: we confess to You that we are by nature sinful. 

You came to serve all people. We have sought 
to serve ourselves. Your Word exhorts us to be 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy, impartial, and sincere. We confess that 
we have been quarrelsome, selfishly ambitious, 
covetous, and envious. By our thoughts, words 
and actions, we have sown disorder rather than 
peace and righteousness. Forgive us, Lord, for 
the sake of Jesus our Savior. 

P: Jesus Christ, who was betrayed into hands of sinful 
men, killed on the cross, and raised to life for us, has 
set us free from sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. Therefore, to those who trust in Jesus Christ, 
He gives the power to become the children of God 
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
P: As a servant of the Word, I, therefore, pronounce 

that all of our sins are forgiven in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) O God, whose Son taught us 

that greatness is in serving (Mark 9:35) and 
that peace is in Him (John 16:33) preserve us 
from becoming friends of this world’s ways, 
and help us to be faithful to Your Word and 
example. Teach us the ways of peace, help us 
to be peacemakers according to Your will, and 
give us that peace which the world cannot give, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Isaiah 5:1-7 Let me sing a love song to my beloved 

about his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill. 
2 He dug it up, removed its stones, planted it with the choicest 
vines, built a watchtower in it, and made a winepress in it. 
Then he waited for it to produce good grapes, but it produced 
only sour, wild grapes. 3 Now then, you inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and Judah, judge between me and my vineyard! 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than what 
I have already done for it? When I waited for it to produce 
good grapes, why did it produce only sour, wild grapes? 5 Now 
then, let me tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will tear 
away its hedge so that it can be devoured and tear down its 
wall so that it can be trampled. 6 I will make it a wasteland. It 
will never be pruned or hoed. Thorns and weeds will grow in 
it, and I will command the clouds not to rain on it. 7 The 
vineyard of the LORD of Armies is the nation of Israel, and the 
people of Judah are the garden of his delight. He hoped for 
justice but saw only slaughter, for righteousness but heard 
only cries of distress. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C:         Thanks be to God. 
 



5 

 

THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: Philippians 3:4b-14 4 although I could have confidence 
in my physical qualifications. If anyone else thinks that he can 
trust in something physical, I can claim even more. 5 I was 
circumcised on the eighth day. I’m a descendant of Israel. I’m 
from the tribe of Benjamin. I’m a pure-blooded Hebrew. When 
it comes to following Jewish laws, I was a Pharisee. 6 When it 
comes to being enthusiastic, I was a persecutor of the church. 
When it comes to winning God’s approval by obeying Jewish 
laws, I was perfect. 7 These things that I once considered 
valuable; I now consider worthless for Christ. 8 It’s far more 
than that! I consider everything else worthless because I’m 
much better off knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. It’s because of 
him that I think of everything as worthless. I threw it all away 
in order to gain Christ 9 and to have a relationship with him. 
This means that I didn’t receive God’s approval by obeying his 
laws. The opposite is true! I have God’s approval through faith 
in Christ. This is the approval that comes from God and is 
based on faith 10 that knows Christ. Faith knows the power 
that his coming back to life gives and what it means to share 
his suffering. In this way I’m becoming like him in his 
death, 11 with the confidence that I’ll come back to life from 
the dead. 12 It’s not that I’ve already reached the goal or have 
already completed the course. But I run to win that which 
Jesus Christ has already won for me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I 
can’t consider myself a winner yet. This is what I do: I don’t 
look back, I lengthen my stride, and 14 I run straight toward 
the goal to win the prize that God’s heavenly call offers in 
Christ Jesus. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C:         Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Matthew, 

chapter 21, beginning at the 33rd verse.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
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P: 33 “Listen to another illustration. A landowner planted 
a vineyard. He put a wall around it, made a 
winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it 
to vineyard workers and went on a trip. 34 “When the 
grapes were getting ripe, he sent his servants to the 
workers to collect his share of the produce. 35 The 
workers took his servants and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned a third to death. 36 So the 
landowner sent more servants. But the workers 
treated them the same way. 37 “Finally, he sent his 
son to them. He thought, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38 “When the workers saw his son, they said to one 
another, ‘This is the heir. Let’s kill him and get his 
inheritance.’ 39 So they grabbed him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. 40 “Now, when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those workers?” 41 They answered, “He will destroy 
those evil people. Then he will lease the vineyard to 
other workers who will give him his share of the 
produce when it is ready.” 42 Jesus asked them, 
“Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. The Lord is responsible for this, and it is 
amazing for us to see’? 43 That is why I can guarantee 
that God’s kingdom will be taken away from you and 
given to a people who will produce what God 
wants. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be 
broken. If the stone falls on anyone, it will crush that 
person.”  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his illustrations, they knew that he was talking 
about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him but were 
afraid of the crowds, who thought he was a prophet. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. And of all things visible and 
invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   
 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he 
rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And he will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.   
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets.   
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.   
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SONG OF PREPARATION 
Oh To Be Like Thee 
CHORUS 
Oh to be like Thee 
Oh to be like Thee 
Blessed Redeemer 
Pure as Thou art 
Come in Thy Sweetness 
Come in Thy Fullness 
Stamp Thine own Image 
Deep on my heart 
 

Oh to be like Thee 
Blessed Redeemer 
This is my constant 
Longing and prayer 
Gladly I'll forfeit 
All of earth's treasures 
Jesus Thy perfect 
Likeness to wear 
CHORUS 
 

Oh to be like Thee 
Full of compassion 
Loving forgiving 
Tender and kind 
Helping the helpless 
Cheering the fainting 
Seeking the wandering 
Sinner to find 
CHORUS 
 

Oh to be like Thee 
While I am pleading 
Pour out Thy Spirit 
Fill with Thy Love 
Make me a temple 
Meet for Thy Dwelling 
Fit me for life 
And Heaven above 
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SERMON… Building a Life on God          
The Secret of Greatness…Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson  

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: Most merciful Father, You have brought us into Your 

church with Your great love. You have revealed to us 
Your way of salvation. You have linked us to eternity 
and reminded us that we want to really see the 
purpose of this life. We’ve got to see heaven. Help us 
be only pilgrims on this earth and build our lives 
toward glory. Lord in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Tied to heaven, give us courage to serve and to build 

the church on earth. Help us order our days. We seek 
to do things Your way. Drive us into Your Word to 
meet Your “holy will” for our lives. Compel us to love 
one another in a time when we need each other as 
never before. Force from us pettiness and 
murmuring. Lead us to infectiously share Your love in 
Jesus Christ with someone in our life. 

C: Lord, lay some soul upon my heart and love 
that soul through me; and may I gladly do my 
part to lead that soul to Thee! 

 
P: For all the first responders, as we go through this 

time of the COVID 19, all the fires, earthquakes, and 
hurricanes 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: Almighty God, we place into Your hands all other 

petitions and people for whom we pray… We thank 
You for hearing our prayers and for the answers You 
are already providing.  

C: Hear our prayer. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

A SENDING PRAYER (Sung) 
 
All: Lord lay some soul upon my heart and love 

that soul through me and may I gladly do my 
part to win that soul for Thee. And when I 
enter heavens gates and Saints around me 
appear I’d like to hear someone say to me  

 “It was You who invited me here.” 
 
 

THE BLESSING  
P:  We are privileged to have the grace of God uphold us, 

the peace of God surrounds us, the love of God flows 
from us, the strength of God to protect us and to led 
us to His praise and glory. 

 
C: Amen! 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
 
C: We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building and sending. 
 
THE CLOSING SONG 
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Beautiful Savior 
Beautiful Savior, 
King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, 
Truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
Fair are the meadows, 
Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
 
Fair is the sunshine, 
Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, 
Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 
 
Beautiful Savior, 
Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 
Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 
 
 


