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Joyful 
Joyful joyful we adore You 

God of glory Lord of love 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You 

Opening to the sun above 
 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness 
Drive the dark of doubt away 

Giver of eternal gladness fill us 

With the light of day 
 

CHORUS 
You are the One who saves 

You are the One who saves 

You are the One whose hands lift us from the grave 
You are the Light of life the everlasting day 

You are the One who takes all our sins away 
 

You are giving and forgiving 
Ever blessing ever blessed 

Fountain of the joy of living 

Ocean depths of happy rest 
 

BRIDGE 
Jesus You are my rescue 

Jesus You are my rescue 

I give You ev'rything I am 
(REPEAT 3X) 
 

ENDING 

You are the One who takes all our sins away 
You are the One who takes all our sins away 
 



2 

 

INVOCATION 
P:  The worship time which we spend together focuses 

on the God who called us to be His own, through 
which He continually strengthens. 

C: In the name of the Triune God, Father, † Son 
and the Holy Spirit. 

 
All: Lord God, we praise You for the opportunity to 

worship You. Bless us with Your presence. 
Guide our thoughts and move us toward a 
mature faith that calls on You to be involved in 
every aspect of our lives. 

 
 

CONFESSION  
P: We are all sinners. We have all fallen short of God’s 

expectation of us. Many times, we do not ask our 
Lord, by Faith, to bless us with wise decisions, but 
choose to make them on our own. However, our 
great, good God gives us the opportunity to confess 
our sins to Him and receive His forgiveness. We take 
a moment to reflect on those sins which we 
remember and bring them before the Lord. 

  (Silence for reflection) 
 
C: Our lack of faith often moves us to trust in 

ourselves rather than in You, Lord. We say that 
we want to lead lives that demonstrate our 
faith in You. Yet all too often we trust only in 
ourselves. We say that we are Spirit-led people, 
making Spirit-led decisions. But in reality, we 
often choose not to call on You. Forgive us, 
Lord, for our lack of faith. Help us to be 
renewed by the pure faith, which You can and 
do provide for us, Lord. 
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ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 
P: God assures us that He hears our sincere and humble 

confession. He has promised that He will listen. Now 
hear these words which God has given. Your sins are 
forgiven because of what Christ has done for you. Go 
now and live your lives relying on faith in our great 
God. 

 

SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) Your gift of a mature faith is a 

great blessing to us, Lord God. We praise You 
for this gift which allows us the confidence that 
You are continually by our side. Lord, You know 
that we often set aside the gift that You give 
and trust solely on ourselves. Forgive us, Lord. 
Teach us and empower us to live lives which 
reflect great faith in You. The clear truth is that 
You do guide the lives of those who trust in 
You. Amen. 

 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Isaiah 45:1-7 This is what the LORD says about Cyrus, 

his anointed one: I have held him by his right hand so he 
could conquer the nations ahead of him, strip kings of 
their power, and open doors ahead of him so that the 
gates would not be shut. 2 I will go ahead of you, Cyrus, 
and smooth out the rough places. I will break down the 
bronze doors and cut through the iron bars. 3 I will give 
you treasures from dark places and hidden stockpiles. 
Then you will know that I, the LORD God of Israel, have 
called you by name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
Israel, my chosen one, I have called you by name.  
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I have given you a title of honor, although you don’t 
know me. 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other. There 
is no other God besides me. I will strengthen you, 
although you don’t know me, 6 so that from the east to 
the west people will know that there is no God except 
me. I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I make light 
and create darkness. I make blessings and create 
disasters. I, the LORD, do all these things. 

 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 1 From Paul, Silas, and 

Timothy. To the church at Thessalonica united with God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Good will and 
peace are yours! 2 We always thank God for all of you as 
we remember you in our prayers. 3 In the presence of 
our God and Father, we never forget that your faith is 
active, your love is working hard, and your confidence in 
our Lord Jesus Christ is enduring. 4 Brothers and sisters, 
we never forget this because we know that God loves 
you and has chosen you. 5 We know this because the 
Good News we brought came to you not only with words 
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit, and with 
complete certainty. In the same way you know what kind 
of people we were while we were with you and the good 
things we did for you. 6 You imitated us and the Lord. In 
spite of a lot of suffering, you welcomed God’s word with 
the kind of joy that the Holy Spirit gives. 7 This way, you 
became a model for all the believers in the province of 
Macedonia and Greece. 8 From you the Lord’s word has 
spread out not only through the province of Macedonia 
and Greece but also to people everywhere who have 
heard about your faith in God. We don’t need to say a 
thing about it. 9 They talk about how you welcomed us 
when we arrived. They even report how you turned 
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away from false gods to serve the real, living God 10 and 
to wait for his Son to come from heaven. His Son is 
Jesus, whom he brought back to life. Jesus is the one 
who rescues us from God’s coming anger. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Matthew, 

chapter 22 beginning at the 15th verse. -22 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
P: 15 Then the Pharisees went away and planned to trap 

Jesus into saying the wrong thing. 16 They sent their 
disciples to him along with Herod’s followers. They said to 
him, “Teacher, we know that you tell the truth and that 
you teach the truth about the way of God. You don’t favor 
individuals because of who they are. 17 So tell us what you 
think. Is it right to pay taxes to the emperor or not?” 
18 Jesus recognized their evil plan, so he asked, “Why do 
you test me, you hypocrites? 19 Show me a coin used to 
pay taxes.” They brought him a coin. 20 He said to them, 
“Whose face and name is this?” 21 They replied, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Very well, give the 
emperor what belongs to the emperor, and give God what 
belongs to God.” 22 They were surprised to hear this. Then 

they left him alone and went away. 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. And of all things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, 
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Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   
 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And he 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets.   
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION 
We Will Remember 
CHORUS 
We will remember we will remember 
We will remember the works of Your hands 
We will stop and give You praise 
For great is Thy faithfulness 
(REPEAT) 
 

You're our creator our life sustainer 
Deliverer our comfort our joy 
Throughout the ages You've been our shelter 
Our peace in the midst of the storm 
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With signs and wonders You've shown Your power 
With precious blood You showed us Your grace 
You've been our helper our liberator 
The giver of life with no end 
 

When we walk through life's darkest valleys 
We will look back at all You have done 
And we will shout our God is good 
And He is the faithful one 
 

BRIDGE 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
To the one from whom all blessings flow 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
To the one whose glory has been shown 
  
I still remember the day You saved me 
The day I heard You call out my name 
You said You loved me and would never leave me 
And I've never been the same 
 
SERMON… Building a Life on God - A Life of Sacrifice 

Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. You have 
refreshed us with the promise that our faith is 
sustained by Your work in each one of us. Teach us 
to trust in You fully and in every part of our lives, to 
depend on Your counsel. 

C: We praise You for the gift of faith, Lord. You 
know that we are often tempted to rely on faith 
in ourselves rather than in You. Guide us 
through Your Spirit to trust confidently in Your 
direction for our lives. 
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P: Jesus taught us to have a mature faith which calls us 
to be dependent on Your will. Move us to fan into 
flame the faith which You have given us and to grow 
in that faith. 

C: We desire to have that faith, which is 
dependent on You, Lord. Continue to 
strengthen us through the work of Your Spirit. 

P: Today we lay before You special concerns, Lord… 
Allow all for whom we pray to be supported by the 
understanding that You are our loving God. 

C: Into Your hand, O Lord, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in Your love, Your 
mercy, Your authority and Your power to 
deliver Your people in all situations. Amen. 

P: Into Your hand, O Lord, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your † Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray:  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

A SENDING PRAYER 
P: We bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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All: Christ has no body now but ours. No hands, no 
feet on earth but ours. Ours are the eyes 
through which He looks on this world with 
kindness. Ours are the feet with which He 
walks to do good. Ours are the hands through 
which He blesses all the world. Ours are the 
hands, ours are the feet, ours are the eyes; We 
are Christ’s body. 

P: From God’s Word, through the apostle Paul: 
So, Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 
His people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ. Now to Him who is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generation, forever and ever. [Eph. 3:20-21; 4:11-12] 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
P:  We are privileged to have the grace of God uphold us, 

the peace of God surrounds us, the love of God flows 
from us, the strength of God to protect us and to led 
us to His praise and glory. 

C: Amen! 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
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THE CLOSING SONG 
Guide Me Oh Thou Great Redeemer 
Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more; 
 

Open now the crystal fountain  
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
THESE WORDS OF INSTITUTION WERE SPOKEN BY 
PASTOR EARLIER THIS MORNING 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: 
Take, eat; this is MY body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me. In the same way He 
took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of 
you; this is MY blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  

 


