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How is a saint recognizable? 
Ephesians 1:11-23 

 
We learn that saints are living.    
 
God’s perspective on whom and what a saint is: 
 
First, we need to forget about some of our 
preconceptions of what a saint is.  Second, we need 
to allow God to speak to us about who saints are. 
 
  “In Him (that is Jesus Christ) we were also 
chosen, having been  predestined according to the 
plan of Him who works out everything in conformity 
with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were 
the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of His glory.”   Ephesians 1:11-12 

   
The “we” here that Paul is talking about are his fellow 
Jews. Jesus said, unequivocally  
 

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through me.”   John 14:6 
  

 “And you were included in Christ when you 
heard the word of truth, the  gospel of your salvation.  
Having, trusted, you were marked in Him with a seal, 
the promise Holy Spirit.”    Verse 13 
 



With the founding of the early church Jews, Romans, 
Greeks, Africans, and everyone were marked and 
received the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism.   
 
Saints are those hope is the Lord.   
The hope that we have is not limited to just salvation.  
We also have hope now.   
 
  “Remember what you’ve learned about the Lord 
through your experiences with Him.”     
    Deuteronomy 11:2  
 
  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of the 
bread, and to prayer.”     Acts 2:42  
 
Saints listen to God.  
 

“They hear the word of truth.”  Verse 13 
 
  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and learn 
not on your own  understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 
straight.”      Proverbs 3:5-6  
   

“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which He has called you, riches of His glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great 
power for us who trust.  That power is like the working 
of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when 
He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly realms.”   Ephesians 1:18-20 
 



Saints are constantly having their eyes to their hearts 
that are opened.   
 
Saints are people who have God’s mark and seal on 
them, the Holy Spirit.   
 
The Holy Spirit “Who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession to the praise of His glory.”   
 
  “For this reason, ever since I heard about your 
faith in the Lord Jesus, and your love for all the saints, I 
have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers.”       
   Verses 15 and 16 
 
Saints are people who love each other.  This love is 
seen and felt.   
 
Saints are always part of a community.   
 
  “And God placed all things under His feet and 
appointed Him to be head over everything for the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills 
everything in every way.”    Verses 22-23  
 


