
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church                   
Sunday, November 15, 2020 
 

 
OPENING HYMN 
 
This is the Day 
This is the day, This is the day 
That the Lord hath made, That the Lord hath made 
We will rejoice, We will rejoice 
And be glad in it, And be glad in it 
 
This is the day 
That the Lord hath made 
We will rejoice and be glad in it 
This is the day, This is the day 
That the Lord hath made 
 
 

INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION  
P: Do you believe that you are a sinner? 
C: Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
P: How do you know this? 
C: From the Ten Commandments, which I have 

not kept. 
P: Are you sorry for your sins? 
C: Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
P: What have you deserved from God because of your 

sins? 
C: His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and 

eternal damnation. 
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P: Do you hope to be saved? 
C: Yes, that is my hope. 
 
P: In whom then do you trust? 
C: In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
P: What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
C: He died for me and shed His blood for me on 

the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
P: Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
C: First, so that we may believe that no creature 

could make payment for our sins except Christ, 
true God and man. Second, so that we may 
learn to be horrified by our sins and regard 
them as serious indeed. Third, so that we may 
find joy and comfort in Christ alone and be 
saved through faith.  

 
P: His great love for His Father, for me, and for other 

sinners. 
 

 
ABSOLUTION 
P: As you believe, so let it be. We are a new creation in 

Jesus Christ, and we are changed forever. Praise God! 
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I announce that 
our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) O Lord absolve Your people from 

our offenses and free us from the bonds of our sins, 
which we have brought upon ourselves. Deliver us by 
Your bountiful goodness; though Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Zephaniah 1:7-16  

Be silent before the 
Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. 
The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; he has 
consecrated those he has invited. 8 “On the day of 
the LORD’s sacrifice I will punish the officials and the 
king’s sons and all those clad in foreign clothes. 9 On 
that day I will punish all who avoid stepping on the 
threshold, who fill the temple of their gods with 
violence and deceit.  
 
10 “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will go up 
from the Fish Gate, wailing from the New Quarter, 
and a loud crash from the hills. 11 Wail, you who live 
in the market district; all your merchants will be 
wiped out, all who trade with silver will be destroyed. 
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and 
punish those who are complacent, who are like wine 
left on its dregs, who think, ‘The LORD will do nothing, 
either good or bad.’ 13 Their wealth will be plundered, 
their houses demolished. Though they build houses, 
they will not live in them; though they plant 
vineyards, they will not drink the wine.”  
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14 The great day of the LORD is near—near and 
coming quickly. The cry on the day of the LORD is 
bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. 
15 That day will be a day of wrath—a day of distress 
and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness—
16 a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified 
cities and against the corner towers. 

 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11  

Brothers and sisters, you don’t need anyone to 

write to you about times and dates. 2 You know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief in the night. 3 When people say, “Everything is 
safe and sound!” destruction will suddenly strike 
them. It will be as sudden as labor pains come to a 

pregnant woman. They won’t be able to escape.  
 
4 But, brothers and sisters, you don’t live in the 
dark. That day won’t take you by surprise as a thief 
would. 5 You belong to the day and the light not to 

the night and the dark. 6 Therefore, we must not fall 
asleep like other people, but we must stay awake 

and be sober. 7 People who sleep, sleep at night; 
people who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 Since 

we belong to the day, we must be sober. We must 
put on faith and love as a breastplate and the hope 
of salvation as a helmet.  
 

9 It was not God’s intention that we experience his 
anger but that we obtain salvation through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether 
we are awake in this life or asleep in death, we will 
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live together with him. 11 Therefore, encourage each 
other and strengthen one another as you are 

doing. 

 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Mark, 

chapter 25 beginning at the 14th verse.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
P: 14 “The kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a trip. 

He called his servants and entrusted some money to 
them. 15 He gave one man ten thousand dollars, another 
four thousand dollars, and another two thousand dollars. 
Each was given money based on his ability. Then the man 
went on his trip. 16 “The one who received ten thousand 
dollars invested the money at once and doubled his 
money. 17 The one who had four thousand dollars did the 
same and doubled his money. 18 But the one who received 
two thousand dollars went off, dug a hole in the ground, 
and hid his master’s money.  

 

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned 
and settled accounts with them. 20 The one who received 
ten thousand dollars brought the additional ten thousand. 
He said, ‘Sir, you gave me ten thousand dollars. I’ve 
doubled the amount.’ 21 “His master replied, ‘Good job! 
You’re a good and faithful servant! You proved that you 
could be trusted with a small amount. I will put you in 
charge of a large amount. Come and share your master’s 
happiness.’ 22 “The one who received four thousand dollars 
came and said, ‘Sir, you gave me four thousand dollars. 
I’ve doubled the amount.’  
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23 “His master replied, ‘Good job! You’re a good and 
faithful servant! You proved that you could be trusted with 
a small amount. I will put you in charge of a large amount. 
Come and share your master’s happiness.’ 24 “Then the 
one who received two thousand dollars came and said, 
‘Sir, I knew that you are a hard person to please. You 
harvest where you haven’t planted and gather where you 
haven’t scattered any seeds. 25 I was afraid. So I hid your 
two thousand dollars in the ground. Here’s your money!’  
 

26 “His master responded, ‘You evil and lazy servant! If you 
knew that I harvest where I haven’t planted and gather 
where I haven’t scattered, 27 then you should have 
invested my money with the bankers. When I returned, I 
would have received my money back with interest. 28 Take 
the two thousand dollars away from him! Give it to the one 
who has the ten thousand! 29 To all who have, more will 
be given, and they will have more than enough. But 
everything will be taken away from those who don’t have 
much. 30 Throw this useless servant outside into the 
darkness. People will cry and be in extreme pain there.’ 

 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. And of all things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
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Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.   
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 
SONG OF PREPARATION 
Way Maker 
 
 

SERMON…” How Long, O’Lord”    Psalm 13                                        
Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: For pastors and leaders of the Church that their 

faithfulness may encourage God’s people to greater 
service and devotion to Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For our nation and all who hold office, that freedom 

and justice may abound and that leaders of the world 
may work for peace and unity. Lord in Your mercy,  
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C: hear our prayer. 
P: For the renewal of our hearts that we may be 

prepared for Christ’s coming and ready to greet Him 
when He returns with glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For those who suffer sorrow, pain, illness or want… 

that God bring them the divine consolation of His love 
and peace to sustain them in their trial, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

  

 
A SENDING PRAYER 
All: Our Father, we have listened to Your word, and 

loved it; we have found comfort and inspiration 
in song and psalter; we have enjoyed the 
companionship, of those who, with kindred 
minds and hearts, have praised and worshiped 
you. Now help us understand that, as we leave 
this sacred House of God, we shall become your 
church in the street. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING  
P:  God of peace, may Your Word be in our hearts. Your 

Word on our lips. Your Word in our touch. Your Word 
direct our feet. On this day and all our days to come, 
may God’s Word be the life we live. 

C: Amen! 
 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
 
 

THE CLOSING SONG 
1  O worship the King, all-glorious above. 

O gratefully sing His pow'r and His love; 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 
2 O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 

 
4  Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 


