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The Eve of Thanksgiving 
Worship Service  

November 26, 2020 @ 7:00PM 

AS WE GATHER - As people of the heavenly Father, we 

join with all citizens of our nation to thank Almighty God for 
the many blessings we share together in our land.  Our 
worship includes the fullness of who we are and what we 
have; we worship the one True God with our hearts, our 
hands and our voices. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN  
Great Is Thy Faithfulness   
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.  

 

REFRAIN  
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

REFRAIN 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
REFRAIN 
 

INVOCATION 
P:          In the name of the Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C:         Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
P:        Dear friends, we gather to worship our heavenly 

 Father. 
C:        who made us, and has given us all that we  
   possess. 
P:        We gather to worship † Jesus Christ our Savior. 
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C:        who freed us from our sin and from death. 
P:        We gather to worship the Spirit of holiness. 
C:        who leads us to new abundant life in Jesus  
  Christ. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
All:     Lord, we have been given life, but we have not 

lived.  We have enjoyed the wonder of Your 
creation but have failed to acknowledge You as 
Creator. We have sought the full pleasure that 
life has to offer, but we feel like we have been 
shortchanged.  Lord, we confess that we have 
separated ourselves from You by our thoughts, 
words, and actions.  We desire life to be what it 
was meant to be.  We are in need of a Savior.  
Lord, forgive our sin and give us real life in You. 

ABSOLUTION 
P:         Our God is the God of life.  Our Creator God, brought 

the world into being, created each of us, and desires 
only the best for us.  God knows of our sin and has 
provided for our deliverance through Jesus, God with 
us.  Jesus gave up His life so that we might live.  
Jesus’ death was for our sin and He rose again from 
the dead, for our daily relationship with Him.  Our God 
is the God of life.  As we trust God, our life is made 
new and we can live together with God for now and 
throughout eternity.  Praise God for the Gift of Life!  In 
the stead of and by the command of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as a servant of the Word, I announce that our 
sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:        Amen. 
 

GIVING THANKS – TIMES TEN 
1.   Thanksgiving for the United States of America 
P:   Father we give You thanks for the United States of  
      America. 
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Reading:  
 The Preamble of the Constitution of the United States: 

           We the people of the United States , in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this constitution for the United States of America. 

All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:   For freedom of speech; for freedom to learn; for 

freedom to choose my occupation, and to dress 
the way I wish; for freedom of worship; for 
justice and the right to vote; for leaders who 
strive to preserve justice and peace; for the  
congress; and for rule by the people. 

 

2.      Thanksgiving for the Beauty of the Earth. 
P:  We give thanks for the beauty of the earth. 
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:   For the beautiful rock formations and rolling 
 plains; for the mountains and deserts and 

forests; for the mighty rivers, quiet streams and  
oceans; for the glaciers and magnificent trees. 

P:   For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever and 
ever. 

 

3.   Thanksgiving for the Food we Eat. 
P:    Oh, give thanks for the gift of food.   
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:    For the meat of domesticated and wild animals 

and potatoes; for rice, vegetables, and fruit; for 
sugar and spices; for bread, candy, and fish. 

P:   For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 

 

4.   Thanksgiving for all People 
P:   We give thanks for the people and their cultures. 
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All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:  For the people of Russia and Poland; for the 

people of Germany, and Spain; for the Native 
American; for the African and Asian; for the 
people of the Orient and the Middle East, and 
for all our neighbors in the Americas. 

P:  For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 

 

5.   Thanksgiving for the Friendship of Believers 
P:   We give thanks for the friendship and fellowship in 

the Church of Christ. 
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:   For our brother Jesus Christ; for the gifts of the 

church; for all who teach and preach; for 
children and teens; for all people of God; for 
the care of others and sharing in song; for 
friends we have because we belong. 

P:  For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 

 

6.   Thanksgiving for the Company of Saints 
P:   We give thanks for the saints that have gone before 

us. 
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:  For Abraham and Moses; Ruth and Naomi; 

Peter, James, and John; Luther and Walther; 
and all that have died in Christ.  

P:  For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 

 

7.   Thanksgiving for Children and Families. 
P:   We give thanks for the gift of children and our 

families. 
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:  For all our children, small and big; for parents 

and grandparents; for families large and small; 
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for extended families and those who live alone; 
for house and home. 

P:  For He is gracious, and His mercy endures for ever 
and ever. 

 

8.   Thanksgiving for Health and Life 
P:  We give thanks for health and healing. 
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:  For our first responders, doctors, nurses, new 

machines, and new medicines for wonderful 
discoveries to relief pain. For dentists and 
psychologists; for new treatment of old 
diseases and new viruses; for exercise and 
health. 

P:  For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 

9.   Thanksgiving for Daily Work 
P:   We give You thanks for the opportunity to work. 
All:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:  For farmers and lawyers, policeman and steel 

workers; for businessmen and women, 
athletes, and teachers; for bakers, creators, 
and auto workers. 

P:   For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 

 

10.   Thanksgiving for the Good News of Jesus Christ 
P:     We give You thanks for Your saving love in Jesus 

Christ. 
All:   Oh, give thanks unto the Lord. 
C:  For baptism and the Lord’s Supper; for Your 

Holy Word; for forgiveness and grace each day; 
for extravagant love and mercy, hope and 
promise; for life everlasting and heaven itself. 

P:  For He is gracious, and His mercy endures forever 
and ever. 
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THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only † Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate was crucified, died and 

was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR RECEPTION OF 

GOD’S HOLY WORD 
P:  As people of God, we join in thanksgiving this day 

with hearts and hands and voices. 
C:   We thank God with our hearts, gratefully 

listening to His Word proclaimed among us. 
P:  We prepare our hearts for the hearing of God’s Word 

as we join in prayer. 
All:  Lord of time and God of history, we ask You to 

keep our nation and its leaders under Your 
care.  It is because of Your grace and blessing 
alone that we can know peace and freedom.  
Direct and lead us to live justly with our 
neighbors, peaceably in our communities and 
joyfully in our land, seeking the common good. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

SONG OF THE DAY 

Give Thanks With A Grateful Heart 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ His Son. (2x) 
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And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. (2x) 
 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
 

 

MESSAGE........................Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC…” Because He Lives” 

 

1st READING     Deuteronomy 16:10-11 

“Celebrate the harvest festival, to honor the Lord, 
your God, by bringing Him a freewill offering in 
proportion to the blessing He has given you.  Be 
joyful in the Lord’s presence, together with your 
children.”                          

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

2nd READING    Deuteronomy 26:1-10 

When you have entered the land the LORD your God 
is giving you as an inheritance and have taken 
possession of it and settled in it, take some of the 
first fruits of all that you produce from the soil of the 
land the LORD your God is giving you and put them in 
a basket.  Then go to the place the LORD your God 
will choose as a dwelling for His Name and say to the 
priest in office at the time, “I declare today to the 
LORD your God that I have come to the land the 
LORD swore to our forefathers to give us.”  The priest 
shall take the basket from your hands and set it down 
in front of the altar of the LORD your God.  Then you 
shall declare before the LORD your God:  “My father 
was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into 
Egypt with a few people and lived there and became 
a great nation, powerful and numerous.  But the 
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Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, putting 
us to hard labor.  Then we cried out to the LORD, the 
God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice 
and saw our misery, toil and oppression.  So the 
LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with 
miraculous signs and wonders.  He brought us to this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey; and now I bring the first fruits of the soil 
that you, O LORD, have given me.  Place the basket 
before the LORD your God and bow down before 
Him. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THANK OFFERING TO GOD  
(As you exit the service this evening please place your   
thank offering in the horn of plenty.) 
 

3RD READING      1 Chronicles 29:13-16 

“Now, our God, we thank You... These things did not 
really come from me and my people.  Everything 
comes from You; we have only given You back what 
You gave us... Lord, we have gathered all this to build 
Your Temple.  But everything has come from You and 
everything belongs to You.  You test people’s hearts 
and You are happy when people do what is right.  I 
am happy to give all these things, and I gave with  
an honest heart.  And Your people gathered here are 
happy to give to You too, and we rejoice to see their 
giving.”         

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P:  With thankful hearts, Lord, we bring You our prayers 

this day.  We remember Your many acts of kindness 
to Your people through all ages. We bless You for the 
orderly progression of the seasons and thank You for 
the bountiful harvest of the fruits of the earth which 
we now celebrate. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
P:  We pray for our world, the earth on which You once 

walked, and all the people who share it with us.  Give 
us all things needful for our lives and grant that we 
may be good stewards of our earth. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
P:   Also, we pray for the church, which is our spiritual 

home.  Bless the leaders and the people with a full 
measure of thankfulness and a willingness to speak of 
Your gracious love of all people. 

C:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
P:    We pray for ourselves, that we would be truly 

thankful, remembering that it is only by Your gracious 
providence that we live out our lives. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
P:  On this day of thanksgiving, we pray for those with 

special needs, whose earthly journeys are challenging 
or difficult.  Especially we remember the sick... the 
shut-ins and those others known to each of us who 
are in need of prayer. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
P:  Finally, eternal Lord, we thank You for the faithful 

witness of those no longer with us here on earth who 
rejoice in Your eternal presence.  May we be inspired 
by their faithful witness and seek to serve You 
constantly all our days. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
P:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His 

face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   
The Lord look upon you with his favor and give you His 
peace.    

C:   Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
C:   Engage, Enlighten, Empower for Jesus.  Thanks 

be to God. 
 

HYMN TO DEPART 

Now Thank We All Our God 
Now thank we all our God 
With hearts and hands and voices 
Who wondrous things hath done 
In whom His world rejoices 
Who form our mothers’ arms  
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love 
And still is ours today. 
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O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us 
With ever joyful hearts  
And blessed peace to cheer us 
And keep us in His grace 
And guide us when perplexed 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God  
The Father now be given  
The Son and Him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven 
The one eternal God 
Whom earth and heaven adore  
For thus it was is now 
And shall be evermore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be sure to call the 

office 966-2190-8:30AM-1:00PM to sign up for the Advent 
Worship Services you plan to attend. 

 
CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27, 2020 

 
Advent “Holden Service” 

Worship Services 7:00PM: 

December 2
nd

    

December 9
th
 

December 16
th
 

 

 

December 24, 2020 
        11:00 A.M.         
   5:00PM and 7:00PM 
  (Candlelight Services)  
 


