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OPENING HYMN 
Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.  
 

REFRAIN  
Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Shepherds in the field abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
Yonder shines the Infant Light.  
REFRAIN 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 
Ye have seen His natal star.  
REFRAIN 
 

Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In His temple shall appear.  
REFRAIN 
 
INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.    
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: This is a day of anticipation, waiting for the coming 

Messiah. 
C: We have heard the voice of the prophets tell of 

His coming. 
P: This is a day of excitement and joy. 
C: Jesus is coming to save and renew. 
P: This is a day of great expectation. 
C: Jesus is the promised  Son of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
All: We are people in need of a Messiah. We have 

walked in darkness and now are looking for the 
Light. We have known frustration of serving 
other gods. We have wandered away at every 
turn and have known the fear of being lost. O 
God of everyone, forgive our sins and 
separation. Bring us to everlasting life. 

P: People of God, now is the time to listen, now is the 
time to open our eyes. Our God lived and died and 
lives again so that we can do the same. Our sin is 
forgiven and the guilt that we carry need no longer 
weigh us down. Praise God for giving us Jesus’. 
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I announce that 
our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 

 
SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit. 
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THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 
P: Today we light the third advent candle of the     
          advent wreath, which is the Shepherd’s candle. The  
          first people to hear the heavenly message of Jesus’   
          birth were ordinary shepherds. Despite their fear,  
          these shepherds were given the honor and  

privilege of being the first to tell of the good news  
 

 
ADVENT PRAYER 
P: (We pray together) God of Advent, allow us to 

hear the song of the angels and to respond as 
the shepherds did. Take the fear from our 
hearts and help us to worship the ‘Lamb of 
God’ which is born for us in this season.  Amen.  

    
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 

Reader: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 The Spirit of the Almighty LORD is 

with me because the LORD has anointed me to deliver 
good news to humble people. He has sent me to heal 
those who are brokenhearted, to announce that captives 
will be set free and prisoners will be released. 2 He has 
sent me to announce the year of the LORD’s good will and 
the day of our God’s vengeance, to comfort all those who 
grieve. 3 He has sent me to provide for all those who 
grieve in Zion, to give them crowns instead of ashes, the 
oil of joy instead of tears of grief, and clothes of praise 
instead of a spirit of weakness. They will be called Oaks of 
Righteousness, the Plantings of the LORD, so that he might 
display his glory. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins. They 
will restore the places destroyed long ago. They will renew 
the ruined cities, the places destroyed generations ago. 8 I, 
the LORD, love justice.  I hate robbery and wrongdoing. I 
will faithfully reward my people’s work. I will make an 
everlasting promise to them. 9 Then their offspring will be 
known among the nations and their descendants among 
the people. Everyone who sees them will recognize that 
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they are the descendants whom the LORD has blessed. 10 I 
will find joy in the LORD. I will delight in my God. He has 
dressed me in the clothes of salvation. He has wrapped me 
in the robe of righteousness like a bridegroom with a 
priest’s turban, like a bride with her jewels. 11 Like the 
ground that brings forth its crops and like a garden that 
makes the seed in it grow, so the Almighty LORD will make 
righteousness and praise spring up in front of all nations. 

 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C:         Thanks be to God. 
 
THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 16 Always be joyful. 17 Never 

stop praying. 18 Whatever happens, give thanks, because 
it is God’s will in Christ Jesus that you do this. 19 Don’t 
put out the Spirit’s fire. 20 Don’t despise what God has 
revealed. 21 Instead, test everything. Hold on to what is 
good. 22 Keep away from every kind of evil. 23 May the 
God who gives peace make you holy in every way. May 
He keep your whole being—spirit, soul, and body—
blameless when our Lord Jesus Christ comes. 24 The one 
who calls you is faithful, and He will do this. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of John, chapter 1 

beginning at the 6th verse. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
P: 6 God sent a man named John to be his messenger. 7 John 

came to declare the truth about the light so that everyone 
would become believers through his message. 8 John was 
not the light, but he came to declare the truth about the 
light. 19 This was John’s answer when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 John didn’t refuse to answer. He told them clearly, “I’m 
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not the Messiah.” 21 They asked him, “Well, are you 
Elijah?” John answered, “No, I’m not.” Then they asked, 
“Are you the prophet?” John replied, “No.” 22 So they asked 
him, “Who are you? Tell us so that we can take an answer 
back to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 John said, “I’m a voice crying out in the 
desert, ‘Make the way for the Lord straight,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.” 24 Some of those who had been sent were 
Pharisees. 25 They asked John, “Why do you baptize if 
you’re not the Messiah or Elijah or the prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Someone you don’t 
know is standing among you. 27 He’s the one who comes 
after me. I am not worthy to untie his sandal strap.” 28 This 
happened in Bethany on the east side of the Jordan River, 
where John was baptizing. 

 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH...Apostle CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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SONG OF PREPARATION 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, 
And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
And peace to all the earth! 
 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 
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SERMON... Jesus, Son of Mary     Part 2        Luke 1:26-38 

Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray, O Lord, for all who wait. We pray for the 

sick, especially…who wait for healing and recovery. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus, with Your Healing Spirit. 
P: We pray for the grieving who in this loss wait for 

wholeness. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. Bring living streams of hope 

to the desert of sorrow and loss. 
P: We pray for all whose lives are in transition – those 

between careers, between relationships, and in the 
middle of conflict and change – who wait for security. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. Offer constancy and Your 
steadfast presence when all about us changes.  

P: We pray for those who wait in darkness to hear the 
Gospel – and may not even know their need. 

C: Come to them in Your Word through our 
ministries. 

P: We pray for those who rush through life unaware of 
the hour. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus, give them hearts to believe 
that “Now is the hour of salvation.” 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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A SENDING PRAYER 
All: Father, by the power of Your Holy Spirit open 

our eyes, ears, hearts, and our lives to Your 
presence so that as we leave from this sacred 
house of God, we may serve You in 
faithfulness and be a blessing in healing 
reminders of Your love to all whose lives we 
touch. Amen.  

 
 

 
THE BLESSING  
P:  As we take our worship, praise, and prayer from this 

place and into our daily lives, our lives will be 
sustained through the love of our Heavenly Father. 
That we feel the presence of our Savior walking 
beside us and know the power of the Spirit in both 
our actions and our words.  

C: Amen! 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building and sending. 
 
 
THE CLOSING SONG 
Silent Night, Holy Night 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 


