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OPENING HYMN 
Open The Eyes of My Heart 
CHORUS 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 

To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 
 

BRIDGE 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
I want to see You 
 

INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.    
CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: A call goes forth today and across the land! This is 

the call of the Gospel of the Lord – to tell the good 
news of His salvation, that all may know Him and 
come and worship at His feet. Let the call of the Lord 
resound! 

C: We pray – Lord, may our lips always speak of 
Your goodness and love. May we be a 
proclaimer of Your Goodness, Lord, to all 
people by our words and deeds, that others 
come to know You and Your salvation. Help us 
to do “whatever it takes” for the sake of the 
call. In Your name we pray, Amen.    
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P: The Lord calls us to His service and empowers us to 
proclaim His message even in the most difficult 
situations. We have been called to “Abandon it all for 
the sake of His call,” – the Gospel – which calls us to 
be all things to all people, that some may be saved. 
How do we answer His call? 

C: The Lord understands our weakness, our fears, 
even our lack of trust. He knows we need a 
special measure of His love that will strengthen 
us for His service.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
All: Lord, God of all life, we have tried to build our 

own world and run it by our own rules. Greed 
has determined our goals and selfishness has 
programmed our priorities. The walls we have 
built around our existence have grown higher 
and higher so that we no longer see the light of 
day. God of all life, we desire to see Your Word 
and to live in Your kingdom. Help us to see our 
sin and turn away from its attraction. Help us 
to destroy the walls of defensiveness and self-
centeredness and build bridges of forgiveness 
and mutual concern; Your kingdom come, now 
for us in this life, and the next. 

P: God is the God of all life Who created the world out of 
great love. God’s good news for us today is that 
Jesus’ death and resurrection has established a new 
kingdom, a new place for us to live, a new world of 
hope and forgiveness where the walls have come 
down and the bridges are in high places. We are free 
to move about this new kingdom because our sin is 
forgiven, and our lives can be different than they 
were before. The Cross of Christ is the center of this 
kingdom as we live out our lives in daily struggles 
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with the hard issues of life. This God of all life loves 
us with an everlasting love and gives us new power to 
live our lives with praise and thanksgiving. Therefore, 
it is my privilege to announce that our sins are 
forgiven in the name of the Father, the  Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) O God, our loving Father, 

through the grace of Your Holy Spirit, You plant 
the gifts of Your love into the hearts of Your 
faithful people. Grant to Your servant’s 
soundness of mind and body, so that we may 
love You with our whole strength and with our 
whole heart and do these things that are 
pleasing in Your sight, through Jesus Christ, 
Your  Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Isaiah 55:10-13 As the rain and the snow come 

down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so 
that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the 
eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty but will accomplish 
what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in 
peace; the mountains and hills will burst into 
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song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap 
their hands. 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the 
juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 
This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting 
sign, that will endure forever.” 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C:         Thanks be to God. 
 
THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: 2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9 You gladly put up 

with fools since you are so wise! 20 In fact, you even 
put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you 
or takes advantage of you or puts on airs or slaps you 
in the face. 21 To my shame I admit that we were too 
weak for that! Whatever anyone else dares to boast 
about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast 
about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they 
Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? 
So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of 
my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked 
much harder, been in prison more frequently, been 
flogged more severely, and been exposed to death 
again and again. 24 Five times I received from the 
Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was 
beaten with rods, once I was pelted with 
stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a 
night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from 
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my 
fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the 
city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in 
danger from false believers. 27 I have labored and 
toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have 
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without 
food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides 
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everything else, I face daily the pressure of my 
concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do 
not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not 
inwardly burn? 30 If I must boast, I will boast of the 
things that show my weakness. 31 The God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised 
forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus 
the governor under King Aretas had the city of the 
Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. 33 But I 
was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall 
and slipped through his hands. 12 I must go on 
boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I 
will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I 
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was 
caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the 
body or out of the body I do not know—God 
knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in the 
body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 
knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted 
to tell. 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will 
not boast about myself, except about my 
weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I 
would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the 
truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me 
than is warranted by what I do or say, 7 or because of 
these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in 
order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was 
given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 
torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to 
take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me. 
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Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C:         Thanks be to God. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Luke, 

chapter 8 beginning at the 4th verse. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
P: While a large crowd was gathering, and people were 

coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this 
parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he 
was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it 
was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell 
on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants 
withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed 
fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked 
the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came 
up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than 
was sown.” When he said this, he called out, 
“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 9 His 
disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He 
said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
God has been given to you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that, “‘though seeing, they may not see; 
though hearing, they may not understand.’ 11 “This is 
the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of 
God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, 
and then the devil comes and takes away the word 
from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved.  13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones 
who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but 
they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the 
time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell 
among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they 
go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, 
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riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But 
the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble 
and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by 
persevering produce a crop. 

 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. And of all things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.   
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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SONG OF PREPARATION 
How Deep The Fathers Love 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything 
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 

 
SERMON… Learning how to Listen to God 
Are We Listening to God?   Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 
 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. For all 
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ministers of the Gospel, that by Your Spirit they may 
preach the good news of salvation so that all may 
come to the knowledge of the truth and find Jesus to 
be their Great Physician of body and soul. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For our nation, that those who rule and those who 

follow may live in peace and harmony with each 
other, and that we may indeed be one nation under 
God. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For those despairing of their lives, those addicted to 

any substance, and those overcome by temptation, 
send Your Spirit to strengthen them in body and soul 
and keep them steadfast in faith. Grant them healing. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For those who are physically ill, especially… come to 

them as Your Son did to Simon’s mother-in-law, 
restore their health, and grant them wholeness once 
more. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For those who have gone before us and are now safe 

at home in heaven with You, we give You thanks. 
Grant us to follow their example of faith and 
perseverance that we too may remain faithful until 
that day, when, by calling, we enter into eternal glory 
with You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer.   
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your  Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

 
A SENDING PRAYER 
All: Father, by the power of Your Holy Spirit open 

our eyes, ears, hearts, and our lives to Your 
presence so that as we leave from this sacred 
house of God, we may serve You in 
faithfulness and be a blessing in healing 
reminders of Your love to all whose lives we 
touch. Amen. 

 

 
THE BLESSING  
P:  As we take our worship, praise, and prayer from this 

place and into our daily lives, our lives will be 
sustained through the love of our Heavenly Father. 
That we feel the presence of our Savior walking 
beside us and know the power of the Spirit in both 
our actions and our words. 

C: Amen! 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
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THE CLOSING SONG 
Living Hope 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished the end is written 
Jesus Christ my living hope. 
 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope. 
 
 

 
 
*** Ash Wednesday is February 17, 2021 - Pastor 

will be here at the church to offer ashes from 
9:30AM-1:30PM with  
Ash Wednesday Worship Service @ 7:00PM. 

 

 
 
***Second Butter Braid Fundraiser just in time for Easter:  

Help support the Child Care and Preschool all 
proceeds will go to classroom improvements and 
updated curriculum.    


