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WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN  
(Tune: How great Thou Art) 
For us , O Lord, You prayed once in the garden.   
For us Your sweat, like blood, fell to the ground.   
For us, O Lord, You asked forgiving pardon. 
With You, O Lord, blest Paradise is found. 
 
Teach us to pray, “With pardon, Lord, forgive!” 
Unite our hearts with Yours as one. 
Teach us to say the words by which we live; 
Teach us to say, “Thy will be done!” 
 
INVOCATION 
P:      In the name of the Father, and the  Son, and the 
         Holy Spirit. 
C:      Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P:       Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against 

the ungodly.  From the deceitful and the unjust 
deliver me, for You are the God in whom I take 
refuge. 

C:       Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
  they do. 
P:       Remember me, O Lord, Your loving kindness 

and Your constant love, which You have shown from 
long ago. 

C:       Father, forgive them.       
P:       Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take 



  courage.  Yea wait for the Lord.   
C:       Father, forgive. 
P:       We now take a moment for silent prayer, asking 

God’s pardon for all who need it, beginning with 
ourselves.  (Silent prayers) 

 

ABSOLUTION 
P: I look to the Lord for the help at all times, and He 

rescues me from danger. 
C:       Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 

against the ungodly. 
P:       “When they call to Me, I will answer,” says the Lord. 
   “When they are in trouble, I will be with them and 
   save them.” 
C:       Into Your hands I commit my spirit.  You have 

 redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
P:        Father, forgive! 
 

HYMN    (Tune: How Great Thou Art) 
Teach us to pray whenever we’re surrounded. 
By bitter foes who’ve set for us a snare. 
Teach us to pray, and let our faith be grounded. 
Upon the pardon You Yourself declare. 
 
Teach us to pray, “Forgive as we forgive!” 
Unite our hearts with Yours as one. 
Teach us to say the words by which we live. 
Teach us to say, “Thy will be done!” 
 

GOSPEL READING…Luke 23:32-40 (NIV) 32 Two other 
men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. 33 When they came to the place called the 
Skull, they crucified him there, along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the other on his 
left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” And they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The people 



stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at 
him. They said, “He saved others; let him save 
himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They 
offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the 
king of the Jews, save yourself.”38 There was a 
written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the criminals who hung there 
hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!”40 But the other criminal rebuked 
him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 
under the same sentence? 

RESPONSORY (From the words of Jesus) 
P:       Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father 

in My name, He will give it to you. 
C:       Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. 
P:       Father, I desire that these also, whom You have 

given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see My 
glory which You have given Me because You loved Me 
before the foundation of the world.  

C:       Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. 

 
HYMNS OF PREPARATION  
Were You There  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord 
O sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble 
tremble 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord 
 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree 
O sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble 
tremble 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree 



 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb 
O sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble 
tremble 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb 
 

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted (1,2 & 4) 
Stricken smitten and afflicted 
See Him dying on the tree 
'Tis the Christ by man rejected 
Yes my soul 'tis He 'tis he 
'Tis the long-expected Prophet 
David's Son yet David's Lord 
Proofs I see sufficient of it 
‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 

Tell me ye who hear him groaning 
Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause disowning 
Foes insulting His distress 
Many hands were raised to wound Him 
None would intervene to save 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 
Was the stroke that justice gave 
 

Here we have a firm foundation 
Here the refuge of the lost 
Christ's the Rock of our salvation 
Is the name of which we boast 
Lamb of God for sinners wounded 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt 
None shall ever be confounded 

Who on him their hope have built 

 
There is a Redeemer 
There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son 
Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One 



CHORUS 
Thank You O my Father 
For giving us Your Son 
And leaving Your Spirit 
Till the work on earth is done 
 

Jesus my Redeemer name above all names 
Precious Lamb of God Messiah 
O for sinners slain 
 

When I stand in glory I will see His face 
There I'll serve my King forever 
In that holy place 
 

SERMON…Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they are doing!    Luke 23:34     Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 

PRAYERS 
P: Lord, what is truth? 
C: “Everyone who is of the truth listens to My 
  voice,” the Savior said. 
P: Oh, help us by Your Holy Spirit, Lord, to listen to His 
  voice with true and trusting hearts. 
C: “Everyone who is of the truth listens to My 
  voice.” 
P: And, having listened, to believe and to obey. 
C: “Everyone who is truth listens to My voice.” 
P: And what is justice, Lord? 
C: “God is just,” the Bible says, “and He 
  makes just all those who trust in Jesus Christ.” 
P: Give us that trust, we pray, and make us righteous by 

our faith in Him. 
C: “It is God who justifies; who is to condemn?” 
P: Our very hearts condemn us, Lord, for we have 
  sinned against Your will. 
C: “But God is greater than our hearts.  He is 

faithful and just to forgive our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 



P: And that is truth – the truest truth listens to My voice. 
C: “Everyone who is of the truth listens to My 

 voice.” 
P: Speak on, O Lord! Speak to our hearts when they 

condemn us.  Lead us to the cross of Christ and to 
the open tomb and let us hear Your gracious verdict 
there. 

C: “Grace and truth have come by Jesus Christ.” 
P: Help us continue in that work, O God, that we may 

truly be disciples of the Lord who know the truth of 
Your forgiving love in Jesus Christ. 

C: “That truth that makes us free!” Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
 in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who. 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation. 
 but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
BLESSING 
P:       Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the 
  Father in My name, He will give it to you. 
C:       Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin 
  against us. 
P:      “When they call to Me, I will answer,” says the Lord.” 
C:       Amen. 
HYMN TO DEPART       
What a Friend We Have In Jesus  
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 



 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 
DEPART TO SERVE 
 


