
March 14, 2021 
Learning on how to Listen to God 

Listening but Refusing to Heed - part II 
Genesis 3:6-24 

 

Eight principles that depict what happens when we fail to obey God, His word.   
 

When we fail to listen to God:   

First we listen to the wrong voices.   

 

Second we are easily deceived.   

 
Third we express pride and independence of God.   
 

Fourth we make decisions that appeal to the flesh, not to the spirit.   

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and  
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some  
of it and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her,  
and he ate it.”          Genesis 3:6 

 

The forbidden tree has three commendable virtues: 

1.  It is physically appealing (good for food)  

2.  Aesthetically pleasing (a delight to the eyes)  

3.  It is sapient (desirable in acquiring wisdom).   
 

Eve’s sin is a sin of initiative - plan.   

Adams sin is a sin of acquiescence - consent, submission.   
 

  “Do not merely listen to the word...Do what it says,”   James 1:22  
 

“they were aware that they were naked.”  Verse 7  
 

Fifth: we make excuses for our wrongs.   

  “Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God  
 among the tress of the garden.  Then the LORD God called to Adam and  
 said to him, “’Where are you?’”        Genesis 3:8-9 
 

Adam responds “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid,  
because I was naked; and I hid myself.”   Verse 10 

 

Adam’s response does not answer the question that God asks.  



Adam’s response only produces two further questions from God:   

“Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the  

tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?”   

Verse 11 

 
  “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of  
it you shall surely die.”        Genesis 2:16-17 

 

Satan: “you must not eat from any tree in the garden.”  He changed God’s word, 

from you can eat from every to not eat from any. 

 

Sixth: we will suffer the consequences.   

  “So the LORD God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, You  
 are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On  
 your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust all the days of your life.  And  
 I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and  
 her Seed; He Christ shall bruise your Satan’s head, And you Satan shall  

 bruise His Christ heel.”       Genesis 3:14-15 

 
That’s the Cross.  Satan did injure Him because of sin, but Jesus the eternal Son 

of God was the Victor.   
 

 

Verses 16-19 God listed the painful results of Adam’s and Eve’s rebellion:  
 

  “So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work  
 the ground from which he had been taken.  After he drove out the 

man...”           Genesis 3:23-24  
 

 
Seventh: others around us are hurt.  

 

Eighth: we miss His very best.   
 

Are we willing to substitute what Satan and the world has to offer us for God’s 

supreme gifts?   


