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OPENING SONG 
Graves into the Garden 

I searched the world but it couldn't fill me 
Man's empty praise and treasures that fade 
Are never enough 
Then You came along and put me back together 
And every desire is now satisfied here in Your love 
 

CHORUS 
Oh there's nothing better than You 
There's nothing better than You 
Lord there's nothing 
Nothing is better than You 
 

I'm not afraid to show You my weakness 
My failures and flaws 
Lord You've seen them all 
And You still call me friend 
'Cause the God of the mountain 
Is the God of the valley 
And there's not a place 
Your mercy and grace won't find me again 
 

BRIDGE 
You turn mourning to dancing 
You give beauty for ashes 
You turn shame into glory 
You're the only one who can 
 

BRIDGE 
You turn graves into gardens 
You turn bones into armies 
You turn seas into highways 
You're the only one who can 
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INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
  
 

GOD INVITES US TO COME DOWN, COME IN, AND 
COME CLEAN 
P: We gather to worship in the name of God who 

creates, Jesus who saves, and the Holy Spirit who 
restores. 

C: Amen! Blessed is the one whose sin is covered 
and forgiven. 

P: God invites us to come down. 
C: We have come carrying the heavy weight of 

what has passed and the fear of what is to 
come. We gather to listen to what God has to 
tell us. 

P: God invites us to come in. 
C: We gather in the strong presence of the mighty 

one who created us. We have placed our feet 
on holy ground. 

P: God invites us to come clean. 
C: We will acknowledge our shortcomings in love 

and life. We will confess the sin of who we are 
and what we have done. We will be honest 
with our God and one another. 

 
  
WE CONFESS WE DON’T WANT TO COME DOWN, 
COME IN, OR COME CLEAN 
P: Forgiving God, we confess that we hear You calling us 

by our name, but we will not come down and sit at 
Your feet and listen to what You have to say. 
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C: We confess we hear Your clear invitation to 
gather in Your presence, but we are distracted 
by the business of life and those things that 
seem more important. We confess that we are 
not ready to be honest about who we are and 
what we have become. In this moment we 
admit our need for You to do what we cannot 
do for ourselves. Forgive us! 

 

GOD’S RESPONSE OF FORGIVENESS 
P: People of God, today salvation has come to this 

house. Christ has come to seek and save the lost. 
Christ has come to forgive sin and love sinners. Christ 
has come to defeat death and give us more life than 
we can imagine. Praise God! Upon this our 
confession, as a servant of the Word, I announce that 
our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 
SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) Heavenly Father, Your Son 

came not to be served but to serve. As we 
follow in His steps, give us wisdom, patience, 
and courage to minister in His name to all who 
suffer and are in need: for the love of Him who 
laid down His life for us. Your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who lives, and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Numbers 21:4-9 4Then they moved from Mount Hor, 

following the road that goes to the Red Sea, in order to 
get around Edom. The people became impatient on the 
trip 5and criticized God and Moses. They said, “Why did 
you make us leave Egypt—just to let us die in the 
desert? There’s no bread or water, and we can’t stand 
this awful food!” 6So the LORD sent poisonous snakes 
among the people. They bit the people, and many of the 
Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, 
“We sinned when we criticized the LORD and you. Pray to 
the Lord so that he will take the snakes away from us.” 
So Moses prayed for the people. 8The LORD said to 
Moses, “Make a snake, and put it on a pole. Anyone who 
is bitten can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a 
bronze snake and put it on a pole. People looked at the 
bronze snake after they were bitten, and they lived. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: Ephesians 2:1-10 You were once dead because of your 

failures and sins. 2You followed the ways of this present 
world and its spiritual ruler. This ruler continues to work 
in people who refuse to obey God. 3All of us once lived 
among these people and followed the desires of our 
corrupt nature. We did what our corrupt desires and 
thoughts wanted us to do. So, because of our nature, we 
deserved God’s anger just like everyone else. 4But God is 
rich in mercy because of his great love for us. 5We were 
dead because of our failures, but he made us alive 
together with Christ. (It is God’s kindness that saved 
you.) 6God has brought us back to life together with 
Christ Jesus and has given us a position in heaven with 
him. 7He did this through Christ Jesus out of his 
generosity to us in order to show his extremely rich 
kindness in the world to come. 8God saved you through 
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faith as an act of kindness. You had nothing to do with 
it. Being saved is a gift from God. 9It’s not the result of 
anything you’ve done, so no one can brag about it. 
10God has made us what we are. He has created us in 
Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he 
has prepared for us to do. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of John, 

chapter 3 beginning at the 14th verse. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
P: 14“As Moses lifted up the snake on a pole in the 

desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up. 15Then 
everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.” 
16God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son 
so that everyone who believes in him will not die but 
will have eternal life. 17God sent his Son into the 
world, not to condemn the world, but to save the 
world. 18Those who believe in him won’t be 
condemned. But those who don’t believe are already 
condemned because they don’t believe in God’s only 
Son. 19This is why people are condemned: The light 
came into the world. Yet, people loved the dark 
rather than the light because their actions were evil. 
20People who do what is wrong hate the light and 
don’t come to the light. They don’t want their actions 
to be exposed. 21But people who do what is true 
come to the light so that the things they do for God 
may be clearly seen. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PREPARATION 
It Is Well with My Soul 

When peace like a river 
Attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot 
Thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, It is well with my soul 
 
CHORUS 
It is well with my soul 
It is well 
It is well with my soul 
 

Tho' Satan should buffet 
Tho' trials should come 
Let this blest assurance control 
That Christ hath regarded 
My helpless estate 
And hath shed His own blood 
For my soul 
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My sin O the bliss 
Of this glorious tho't 
My sin not in part but the whole 
Is nailed to the cross 
And I bear it no more 
Praise the Lord 
Praise the Lord O my soul 
 

And Lord haste the day 
When the faith shall be sight 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound 
And the Lord shall descend 
Even so it is well 
With my soul 
 

 

 
SERMON... 
 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the gifts we need most – healing for soul, 

mind and body, forgiveness from condemnation, and 
a heart for service. 

C: We do not offer shallow repentance, but true 
contrition, as we approach Your throne of 
grace. 

P: Your gift of healing especially grants to those we 
name before You now… And for each of us, grant 
wholeness to troubled hearts, health to sickened 
bodies, and courage to feeble spirits. 

C: In Your grace and mercy, hear our prayer. 
P: Bring righteousness to sinful souls by the grace of 

Jesus. Do not condemn us as we deserve but forgive. 
C: In Your charity and love, hear our prayers. 
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P: Holy Spirit, give us the will and the desire to serve 
others. May our greatness come not in any 
achievements of our own, but in the achieving of love 
for others through You. 

C: In Your service to us, bring us service to You. 
P: May God grant our prayers for His gracious mercy’s 

safe, as we pray in the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

 
A SENDING PRAYER 
All: Father, by the power of Your Holy Spirit open 

our eyes, ears, hearts, and our lives to Your 
presence so that as we leave from this sacred 
house of God, we may serve You in faithfulness 
and be a blessing in healing reminders of Your 
love to all whose lives we touch. Amen. 

 

 
THE BLESSING  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

Face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

C: Amen! 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C. We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building and sending. 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING SONG 
Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
Marvellous grace of our loving Lord 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured 
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 
 

CHORUS 
Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 
Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that is greater than all our sin. 
 

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss 
Grace that is greater yes grace untold 
Points to the refuge the mighty Cross. 
 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide 
What can avail to wash it away 
Look there is flowing a crimson tide 
Whiter than snow you may be today. 
 

Marvellous infinite matchless grace 
Freely bestowed on all who believe 
You that are longing to see His face 
Will you this moment His grace receive. 
 
  


