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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
WELCOME 

PSALM 22 (selected verses) A Psalm of David 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so 

far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? 
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,  

by night, but I find no rest. 
5 To you they cried out and were saved;  

in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 
7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 

8 “He trusts in the LORD,” they say, “let the LORD rescue him. 
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 

9 Yet you brought me out of the womb;  
you made me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast. 

10 From birth I was cast on you;  
from my mother’s womb you have been my God. 

 

11 Do not be far from me,  
for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 
13 Roaring lions that tear their prey  
open their mouths wide against me. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me. 

15 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to 
the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 

16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me;  
they pierce my hands and my feet. 

17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me. 
18 They divide my clothes among them  

and cast lots for my garment. 
 

19 But you, LORD, do not be far from me.  
You are my strength; come quickly to help me. 

24 For he has not despised or scorned  
the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from 

him but has listened to his cry for help. 
 

 
 



3 

 

OPENING HYMN 
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
Stricken smitten and afflicted 
See Him dying on the tree 
'Tis the Christ by man rejected 
Yes my soul 'tis He 'tis he 
'Tis the long-expected Prophet 
David's Son yet David's Lord 
Proofs I see sufficient of it 
‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 

Tell me ye who hear him groaning 
Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause disowning 
Foes insulting His distress 
Many hands were raised to wound Him 
None would intervene to save 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 
Was the stroke that justice gave 
 

You who think of sin but lightly 
Nor suppose the evil great 
Here may view its nature rightly 
Here its guilt may estimate 
Mark the Sacrifice appointed 
See Who bears the awful load 
Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed,  
Son of Man and Son of God 
 
Here we have a firm foundation 
Here the refuge of the lost 
Christ's the Rock of our salvation 
Is the name of which we boast 
Lamb of God for sinners wounded 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt 
None shall ever be confounded 

Who on him their hope have built 
 



4 

 

 
Go To Dark Gethsemane 

Go to dark Gethsemane,  
All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see.   
Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from his griefs away;  
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
  
 

Follow to the judgment hall,  
View the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  
Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suffer’ing, shame or loss,  
Learn from Him to bear the cross. 
 
 

Calv’ry's mournful mountain climb,  
There, adoring at His feet, 
Mark that miracle of time,  
God's own sacrifice complete. 
"It is finished!" hear Him cry.  
Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 
 

Early hasten to the tomb  
Where they laid His breathless clay; 
All is solitude and gloom.   
Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is ris’n!  He meets our eyes.  
Savior, teach us so to rise. 
 
 
THE INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 
P: We gather before God remembering the cross in 

sorrow and in shame. We seek His forgiveness, 
strength, and mercy. We remember the day of our 
Savior’s death. We mourn and struggle to understand 
the depth of Christ’s love…that He should suffer and 
die in our place. Father, our hearts are heavy as we 
gather in the name of Christ, bearing witness to the 
terror of His crucifixion, knowing full well that we are 
guilty sinners, in need of Your forgiveness, life and 
salvation. 

C: Christ, our Savior has died for our sins. 
P: At times we have failed to strive against evil in the 

world. 
C: At times, we have denied our Lord. 
P: At times, we have betrayed our Lord. 
C: Have mercy on us Lord and grant us forgiveness. 

Amen. 
 

 
ABSOLUTION 
P: Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I announce that 

our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen! 
P: We pray Almighty God, 
C: graciously bestow Your favor upon this our 

family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 
willing to be betrayed. 

P: Grant that we may genuinely cherish Jesus’ 
willingness, to be given into the hands of sinners. 

C: to suffer torment upon a cross, and even to die, 
that we may have abundant and eternal life. 
Amen.  
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JESUS IS CNDEMNED TO DEATH 
(based on John 19)   
P: It was early in the morning! Jesus stood before 

Pontius Pilate and listened as the crowds who once 
hailed Him as Messiah cried out, “Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him!”  Pilate was astonished by their persistence and 
questioned, “Shall I crucify your king?” The crowd 
responded with a vehement cry, “We have no king 
but Caesar!”  

 

JESUS IS MOCKED 
P: Having been sentenced to death, Pilate ordered Jesus 

to be scourged and crucified. The soldier now had 
charge of Jesus. Their allegiance to Caesar was 
strong and in their eyes this “would-be king” opposed 
everything they believed. They stripped Jesus of His 
clothes, put a scarlet robe on Him, fashioned a crown 
of thorns, placed it on His Head and put a reed in His 
hand. Bowing they acclaimed, “Hail, King of the 
Jews.” They spit on Him, beat and mocked Him, 
leading Him out to be crucified. 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING - Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
(The prophet speaks of Jesus suffering for the world. He 
speaks of Jesus suffering for each of us.) 
P: See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and 

lifted up and highly exalted. 14 Just as there were 
many who were appalled at him—his appearance was 
so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his 
form marred beyond human likeness—15 so he will 
sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their 
mouths because of him. For what they were not told, 
they will see, and what they have not heard, they will 
understand. 53 Who has believed our message 
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like 
a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or 
majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
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appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was 
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of 
suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom 
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held 
him in low esteem. 4 Surely, he took up our pain and 
bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished 
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned 
to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By 
oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet 
who of his generation protested? For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of 
my people, he was punished. 9 He was assigned a 
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit 
in his mouth.  

 
10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause 
him to suffer, and though the LORD  makes his life an 
offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong 
his days, and the will of the  LORD will prosper in his 
hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of 
life and be satisfied; by his knowledge, my righteous 
servant will justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities.  
 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the 
great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, and was 
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numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin 
of many and made intercession for the transgressors. 
This is the word of the Lord. 

C:       Thanks be to God. 
 
JESUS CARRIES THE CROSS 
P: Beaten, bloodied and bruised, Jesus now carries His 

cross along the way of sorrows to the hill called 
Calvary. As Jesus carried the cross beam, struggling 
under its weight, He stumbled and fell. The soldiers 
forced Simon of Cyrene to carry the cross beam of 
Jesus to the place of execution.   

 
JESUS IS CRUCIFIED 
P: Once at the hill called “the place of the Skull” the 

soldiers crucified Him. Soldiers hammered nails 
through flesh, bone, and wood…wounding the body 
of Christ. He bleeds and cries out in agony, as He is 
tortured and hung on a cross between two 
condemned, guilty criminals. Behold the salvation of 
the world, a man rejected by men and abandoned by 
God, His Father. The crucified Christ was utterly alone 
in His anguish before mankind and before God. 

 
EPISTLE READING - Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9a 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 

has ascended into heaven,[a] Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to empathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need. 7 During the 
days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who 
could save him from death, and he was heard  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A14-16%3B+5%3A7-9a&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30029a
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because of his reverent submission.  8 Son though he 
was, he learned obedience from what he 
suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
MESSAGE... 

” Father into Your hands I commit/entrust My spirit” 
Luke 23:46      Rev. Kenneth Williamson 
 

 
 
POST MESSAGE HYMNS 
Worthy Is the Lamb (Kara & Dalene) 
Verse 1 
Thank You for the cross Lord 
Thank You for the price You paid 
Bearing all my sin and shame 
In love You came and gave amazing grace 
 

Verse 2 
Thank You for this love Lord 
Thank You for the nail-pierced hands 
Washed me in Your cleansing flow 
Now all I know Your forgiveness and embrace 
 

Chorus 
Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne 
Crown You now with many crowns 
You reign victorious 
High and lifted up Jesus Son of God 
The Darling of heaven crucified 
Worthy is the Lamb 
Worthy is the Lamb 
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Written In Red 
Verse 1 
In letters of crimson 
God wrote His love 
On a hillside so long long ago 
For you and for me Jesus died 
And Love's greatest story was told 
 

Chorus 
I love you I love you 
That's what Calvary said 
I love you I love you 
I love you written in red 
 

Verse 2 
Down through the ages 
God wrote His love 
With the same hands 
That suffered and bled 
Giving all He had to give 
A message so easily read 
 

 
FIRST THREE HOURS OF THE CROSS 
P: Nailed to the cross, suspended between heaven and 

earth, Jesus speaks! His words were not for Himself, 
but for others. “Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they are doing.” These are 
powerful words penetrating the hearts of those guilty 
of His death…the soldiers who drove the nails, and all 
people for whom Christ died. “I tell you the truth, 
Today you will be with Me in paradise” gave the 
assurance of salvation, not only for the criminal on the 
cross, but for each of us for whom Christ prepares an 
eternal resting place. “ Dear woman here is your 
son; man, here is your mother” were words 
commending the care of His mother to a disciple. 
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HYMN  

O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
O sacred Head now wounded,  
with grief and shame weighted down 
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns 
Thine only crown 
O sacred Head, what glory  
What bliss till now was Thine! 
 
What Thou my Lord has suffered 
Was all for sinners’ gain, 
Mine, mine was the transgression. 
But Thine the deadly pain 
Lo, here I fall my Savior! 
‘Tis I deserve Thy place. 
Look on me with Thy favor 
And grant to me Thy grace 
 
What language shall I borrow? 
To thank Thee dearest Friend 
For this Thy dying sorrow 
Thy pity without end? 
O make me Thine forever! 
And should I fainting be 
Lord, let me never, never, 
Out live my love for Thee! 
 
Be Thou my consolation 
My shield, when I must die 
Remind me of Thy passion 
When my last hour draws nigh. 
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, 
Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 
My heart by faith en-fold Thee 
Who dieth thus dies well. 
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FINAL THREE HOURS ON THE CROSS 

P: As darkness covered the earth and men’s hearts grew 
fearful, Jesus endured the suffering for which He had 
come into this world. In agony He cried, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” with the 
judgment of all humanity upon Him, He speaks these 
painful words. As the time grew short, parched from 
the time of torment, Jesus said, “I thirst.” A jar of 
sour wine pathetically quenched His thirst, and then He 
cried out, “It is finished.” The judgement was now 
complete; forgiveness has been won. At the moment of 
His own death, Jesus declares “Father, into Your 
hand I commit My Spirit.” Bowing His head, He 
yielded His spirit and died.   

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH_APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 
he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

    

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole church, that our Lord God would 

defend her against all the assaults and temptations of 
the adversary and keep her perpetually on the true 
foundation Jesus Christ.  
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C: Almighty and everlasting God, since You have 
revealed Your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ 
and in the word of His truth, we ask You, for 
safety in Your Holy Church throughout all 
nations, defending her against the adversary 
that she may serve You in true faith and 
persevere in the confession of Your name. 

P: We pray to the Lord, the physician of body, mind, and 
spirit that He would safeguard the world from 
pestilence, addiction and disease, ward off famine, set 
free those in bondage, grant health to the sick and 
safety for those who travel: Almighty and everlasting 
God, the consolation of the sorrowful and strength of 
those who labor, hear the prayers of those who suffer 
tribulation, cry in distress, or silently agonize over sin 
and loneliness. 

C: In accordance with Your grace, calm the hearts 
of those who suffer, giving them the comfort of 
Your Holy Spirit, that they may be kept mindful 
of Your grace and bolstered in the one true faith. 

P: We pray for all who are outside the Church that they 
may be delivered from their errant direction: Almighty 
and everlasting God, because You seek not death but 
life for all, hear our prayers for those who have no 
right understanding of You. 

C: free them from their error and for the glory of 
Your name bring them into the fellowship of 
Your holy church where they may be rooted 
firmly in the one true faith. 

P: We pray for our enemies, that God would remember 
them in mercy and graciously grant them such good 
things as are both needful and profitable for their 
salvation: Almighty, everlasting God, through Your only 
begotten Son, our blessed Lord and Savior, You have 
commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to 
those who hate us, and to pray for those who 
persecute us. 
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C: We therefore earnestly implore You that by Your 
gracious intervention our enemies may be led to 
true repentance and may ignited in love toward 
You and be of one mind and heart with Your 
holy church on earth. 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who has taught us all to pray… 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung)  

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom and the power 
And the glory forever. Amen, Amen. 

 

 
THE BLESSING 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

Face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

C: Amen! 
(lights are turned off) 
 

 
JESUS IS BURIED 
(John 19: 38-42)   
P: 38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body 

of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With 
Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body 
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away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man 
who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus 
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-
five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them 
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was 
in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the 
place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had 
ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 

 
(The Christ candle is extinguished, symbolic of Jesus’  
death.) 
 
***************************************** 

 

WE LEAVE the House of God in darkness and silence to 
gather Easter morning to sing and shout our Hallelujahs 

that:  
“He’s risen, and He lives!” 

Easter Worship Services:  
8:00a.m. & 10:00a.m. 

w/Communion 


