
IED’S (Improvise Explosive Device) laid before the Christian. 
The IED of Pride    2 Chronicles 26:4-23 
 

The evil one first weapon of choice is pride.   
 

God hates pride.   
“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil.  I hate pride and  

arrogance, evil behavior and the perverted mouth.”   
            Proverbs 8:13  
 

We have been given the full armor of God to be prepared for 
the IED’S that the devil has laid out before us.   

“Let your light shine before men that they may see your  
good works and glorify the Father who is in heaven.”   

Matthew 5:16 

Pride always overemphasizes self.   
King Uzziah is a perfect example.   
 “he did right in the sight of the Lord... He continued to seek God 
in the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of 
God...and as long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him.”   

      2 Chronicles 26:4-5  
 

The drift in his devotion to the Lord was subtle - almost 
undetectable - until one day it broke out in open rebellion.   
 

“But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his  
downfall.  He was unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered the 
temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.”   
      2 Chronicles 26:16 
 

A spirit of pride will always encourage us to turn away from 
God’s way and follow our own line of thinking.    
 

Falling Victim to Pride 
“A man’s pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain 
honor.”       Proverbs 29:23   

“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before 
stumbling.  It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly than 
to divide the spoil with the proud.”   Proverbs 16:18-19 
 

We fall victim to pride for several reasons:  
Self-centeredness, feelings of inadequacy, immaturity and an 



inability to handle responsibility. Inability to handle wealth, 
position, and the gifts God has given.   
 

 “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for 
priests, the sons of Aaron who are consecrated to burn incense.  
Get out of the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful and will 
have no honor from the LORD God.”   2 Chronicles 26:18  
 

Even after hearing this rebuke, King Uzziah remained 
unrepentant and headstrong. “Uzziah, with censer in his 
hand for burning incense, was enraged, and while he was enraged 
with the priests, the leprosy broke out on his forehead before the 
priests in the house of the LORD, beside the altar of incense.”   
       Verse 19 
 

As far as we know, Uzziah never turned back to the Lord in 
humility.   

“He spent the rest of his life living as a leper in a separate  
house, cut off from God’s presence and His goodness.”  

Verse 21   

Pride isolates us from God.   
 

We are empowered to overcoming pride with trust.  
  “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that  

He may exalt you at the proper time.”   I Peter 5:6 
 

There are specific signs that tell us we are struggling 
with pride:   
Arrogance.  A spirit of bragging.  A Spirit of rebellion.  Selfish 
attitude.  Lack of giving to God and others.  Refusal to listen 
to godly advice of others.  Lack of submission to those in 
authority.  Lack of humble regard for God and others.  The 
inability to receive a compliment or gift.   
 

Here’s is the Evil one’s tricks:  
He tells us that we must reach certain levels in life to have a 
sense of worthiness.  
He wants us to believe that we do not need anyone else.   

 


