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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
WELCOME - ANNOUNCEMENTS!  
OPENING HYMN 
Steady in The Lord 

My life is in my Father’s hand 
It does not bend with doubt or fear 
My fortune does not rise and fall like the wind 
Its ever steady within Him 
 

My daily bread is in His hand 
I drink from Him and thirst no more 
My weakness matters not when He is my strength 
My way is steady with my Lord 
 

CHORUS 
Oh lift your voice and thank the Lord 
His love is all your searching for 
There is no firmer ground that at His feet 
Oh come and worship Him with me 
 

INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
  

CONFESSION 
P: We confess our sins before God and in the presence 

of one another. 
C: Forgive us, Lord. 
P: Our failure to witness to Jesus as the one and only 

Savior in whom there is life and salvation for all who 
believe, we confess to the Lord. 

C: Forgive us, Lord. 
P: Our misuse of the resources God has entrusted to us 

and our failure to put first the Kingdom of God in our 
words, actions, and lives, we confess to the Lord. 

C: Forgive us, Lord. 
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P: The doubts and fears that paralyze us in the face of 
temptation and deprive us of the Easter joy God 
means for us to know and live, we confess to the 
Lord. 

C: Forgive us, Lord. 
P: Our failure to keep God’s commandments, our sins of 

thought, word, and deed, our failure to love God 
above all and to love our neighbor as ourselves, we 
confess to the Lord. 

C: Forgive us, Lord. Merciful Father give us pardon 
and peace and free us from our sin for the sake 
of Christ our Savior. Amen 

 

ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. 
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I announce that 
our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Live in peace and 
serve the Lord! 

C: Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
C: O almighty and eternal God, now that You have 

assured us of the completion of our redemption 
through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, give 
us the will to show forth in our lives what we 
profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING  
Reader: Acts 3:11-21 11They were excited, and everyone ran 

to see them at the place called Solomon’s Porch. 
The man wouldn’t let go of Peter and John. 12When 
Peter saw this, he said to the people, “Men of Israel, 
why are you amazed about this man? Why are you 
staring at us as though we have made him walk by 
our own power or godly life? 13The God of our 
ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has glorified 
his servant Jesus. You handed Jesus over to Pilate. 
You rejected him in Pilate’s presence, even though 
Pilate had decided to let him go free. 14You rejected 
the man who was holy and innocent. You asked to 
have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the 
source of life. But God brought him back to life, and 
we are witnesses to that. 16We believe in the one 
named Jesus. Through his power alone this man, 
whom you know, was healed, as all of you saw. 
17“And now, brothers, I know that like your rulers 
you didn’t know what you were doing. 18But in this 
way God made the sufferings of his Messiah come 
true. God had predicted these sufferings through all 
the prophets. 19So change the way you think and 
act and turn to God to have your sins removed. 
20Then times will come when the Lord will refresh 
you. He will send you Jesus, whom he has 
appointed to be the Christ. 21Heaven must receive 
Jesus until the time when everything will be 
restored as God promised through his holy prophets 
long ago. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: 1 John 3:1-7 Consider this: The Father has given us 

his love. He loves us so much that we are actually 
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called God’s dear children. And that’s what we are. 
For this reason, the world doesn’t recognize us, and 
it didn’t recognize him either. 2Dear friends, now we 
are God’s children. What we will be isn’t completely 
clear yet. We do know that when Christ appears we 
will be like him because we will see him as he is. 
3So all people who have this confidence in Christ 
keep themselves pure, as Christ is pure. 4Those who 
live sinful lives are disobeying God. Sin is 
disobedience. 5You know that Christ appeared in 
order to take away our sins. He isn’t sinful. 6Those 
who live in Christ don’t go on sinning. Those who go 
on sinning haven’t seen or known Christ. 7Dear 
children, don’t let anyone deceive you. Whoever 
does what God approves of has God’s approval as 
Christ has God’s approval.  

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Luke, 

chapter 24 beginning at the 36th verse. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
P: 36While they were talking about what had happened, 

Jesus stood among them. He said to them, “Peace be 
with you!” 37They were terrified, and thought they 
were seeing a ghost. 38He asked them, “Why are you 
afraid? Why do you have doubts? 39Look at my hands 
and feet and see that it’s really me. Touch me, and 
see for yourselves. Ghosts don’t have flesh and 
bones, but you can see that I do.” 40As he said this, 
he showed them his hands and feet. 41The disciples 
were overcome with joy and amazement because this 
seemed too good to be true. Then Jesus asked them, 
“Do you have anything to eat?” 42They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish. 43He took it and ate it while they 
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watched him. 44Then he said to them, “These are the 
words I spoke to you while I was still with you. I told 
you that everything written about me in Moses’ 
Teachings, the Prophets, and the Psalms had to come 
true.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures. 46He said to them, “Scripture says that 
the Messiah would suffer and that he would come 
back to life on the third day. 47Scripture also says that 
by the authority of Jesus people would be told to turn 
to God and change the way they think and act so that 
their sins will be forgiven. This would be told to 
people from all nations, beginning in the city of 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses to these things. 49“I’m 
sending you what my Father promised. Wait here in 
the city until you receive power from heaven.” 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. And of all things visible and invisible. And in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
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glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

SONG OF PREPARATION 
O Come to The Altar (7051511) 

Verse 1 
Are you hurting and broken within 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well 
Jesus is calling. 
 

CHORUS 
O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Verse 2 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 
 

Bridge 
Oh what a Savior 
Isn't he wonderful 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him 
For he is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
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Verse 3 
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
 

Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 

SERMON SERIES... 
Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 

  

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. For the 
Church, abide with Your pastors, teachers, and all 
Christians, that they may remain faithful and, by Your 
Spirit, be a beacon in this lost and benighted world. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For all missionaries, abide with them in their arduous 

work, keep them from getting discouraged, protect 
and defend them, and let a double measure of Your 
spirit rest upon them as they bring the Gospel of 
salvation to those who do not know You. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For all parents, abide with them as they strive to raise 

their children in Christ-centered homes. Give them 
patience, love, and perseverance, always putting 
before them an example of Your Son, our Savior, who 
loved the little children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: for those enslaved to any addiction, abide with them 

and be a God of power, enabling them to look to You 
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for the strength needed to break the bonds of this evil 
master. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For those who do not know You as their Savior, that 

Your Holy Spirit would work faith in them, and then 
abide in their hearts forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: For the sick, the aged, the lonely, and the dying, 

especially… Abide with them on their beds of pain and 
in their rooms of loneliness. Assure them that You will 
never leave nor forsake them but will at the last bring 
them to Your mansions and that unspeakable joy of 
which we are all certain, because of the death and 
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

A SENDING PRAYER 
All: Our Father, we have listened to  Your word, 

and loved it; we have found comfort and 
inspiration in song and psalter; we have 
enjoyed the companionship, of those who, with 
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kindred minds and hearts, have praised and 
worshiped you. Now help us understand that, 
as we leave this sacred House of God, we shall 
become your church in the street. Amen 

THE BLESSING  

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord 
make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you.  The Lord look upon you with His favor 
and give You, His peace. 

C: Amen! 
DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C. We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
 

THE CLOSING SONG 
Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Verse 1 
Crown Him with many crowns 
The Lamb upon His throne 
Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own 
Awake my soul and sing 
Of Him who died for thee 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity 
 

Verse 2 
Crown Him the Lord of life 
Who triumphed o'er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save 
His glories now we sing 
Who died and rose on high 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die 
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Verse 5 
Crown Him the Lord of years 
The Potentate of time 
Creator of the rolling spheres 
Ineffably sublime 
All hail Redeemer hail 
For Thou hast died for me 
Thy praise shall never never fail 
Throughout eternity 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: 
Take, eat; this is MY body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me. In the same way He 
took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of 
you; this is MY blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  

 


