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The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord  

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
WELCOME 
OPENING SONG 
Your Love Awakens Me (CCLI#7054720) 

Verse 1 
There were walls between us 
By the cross You came and broke them down 
You broke them down 
And there were chains around us 
By Your grace we are no longer bound 
No longer bound 
 

Pre-Chorus 
You called me out of the grave 
You called me into the light 
You called my name and then my heart came alive 
 

Chorus 
Your love is greater 
Your love is stronger 
Your love awakens awakens awakens me 
(REPEAT) 
 

Verse 2 
Feel the darkness shaking 
All the dead are coming back to life 
I'm back to life 
Hear the song awaken 
All creation singing we're alive 
'Cause You're alive 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bridge 
And what a love we've found 
Death can't hold us down 
We shout it out 
We're alive 'cause You're alive 
 

Ending 
Your love awakens me 
Your love is greater 
Your love is stronger 
You're love awakens awakens, awakens me 
 

INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the 

twelve disciples aside, and on the way, He said to 
them. “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death and 
deliver Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked, 
flogged and crucified and He will be raised on the 
third day. 

C: The stone the builder rejected has become the 
capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes. 

P: This is the day the Lord has made. 
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
P: People of God, Jesus is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 
P: No more will sin, death and the power of the evil one 

have any power over us! God’s perfect plan of 
salvation has been accomplished, for Christ is risen! 



C: He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 
P: And so, if Christ has been raised from the dead, so 

also will all believers be raised to eternal life, for 
Jesus Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
C: He has risen! Alleluia! 
P: We bow before You, Lord Most High. You alone are 

God and there is none other. Before You who could 
stand? In Your presence, none are worthy. In Your 
presence, my sin is all I see, and my guilt condemns 
me. Come to my aid. O Lord remove my sin from me 
and grant me the joy of Your salvation. 

C: Most merciful God, our daily life does not 
always reflect that this day is most important. 
We sin daily. We forget Your presence in our 
life. We do not worship You as often or as 
sincerely as You have commanded. Forgive us 
and help us to abandon those parts of our life 
that keep us from You, for the sake of the 
bitter suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

P: Just as surely as the sun rose this morning in the sky, 
so has the Son of God risen from the dead and won 
for us the forgiveness of sins. God’s grace is amazing! 
Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I announce that 
our sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Live in peace and 
serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit. 



THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  
Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a 
feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged 
wine-the best of meats and the finest of wines. 7 On 
this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds 
all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will 
swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will 
wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his 
people’s disgrace from all the earth. The LORD has 
spoken. 9 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our 
God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is 
the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad 
in his salvation.” 

 

THE EPISTLE READING 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of 
the gospel I preached to you, which you received and 
on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel 
you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word, I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in 
vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance[a]: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to 
Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still 
living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last 
of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally 
born. 9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not 
even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28722a


persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—
yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 
me. 11 Whether then, it is I or they, this is what we 
preach, and this is what you believed. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 
Matthew 28:1-28 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the 
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The 
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; 
he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 
‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have 
told you.” 8 So the women hurried away from the 
tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he 
said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.” 11 While the women were on 
their way, some of the guards went into the city and 
reported to the chief priests everything that had 
happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a 
large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, 



‘His disciples came during the night and stole him 
away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to 
the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as 
they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day. 16 Then 
the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then 
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
P: Christ is risen indeed! God so loved the world the He 

gave His only begotten Son into death. Jesus died the 
death that is the wages of sin. Our sin. But the grave 
could not hold Him. The stone rolled away. Jesus 
lives. 

C: I believe in God the Father, who gave His Son 
as an offering for sin. I trust in God the Son, 
who, in obedience to the will of His Father, 
entered the world as a man, live a sinless life, 
and proclaimed the Kingdom through word and 
deed. He was crucified, offered as the Lamb 
who takes away the sins of the world. I trust 
that Jesus rose from the grave, and lives and 
reigns to all eternity. His death is my death. His 
resurrection is my resurrection. His 
righteousness is my righteousness. I trust in 
God the Holy Spirit, Who has rolled away the 
stone in front of my heart, that Jesus might 



enter there. Through the Holy Spirit, I am 
brought to faith, and moved to live under the 
Lordship of Jesus forever. I trust in the 
Kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PREPARATION 
He Lives (CCLI#17597)  

Verse 1 
I serve a risen Savior 
He's in the world today 
I know that He is living 
Whatever men may say 
I see His hand of mercy 
I hear His voice of cheer 
And just the time I need Him 
He's always near 
 

Chorus 
He lives He lives 
Christ Jesus lives today 
He walks with me and talks with me 
Along life's narrow way 
He lives He lives 
Salvation to impart 
You ask me how I know He lives 
He lives within my heart 
 

Verse 2 
In all the world around me 
I see His loving care 
And though my heart grows weary 
I never will despair 
I know that He is leading 
Through all the stormy blast 
The day of His appearing 
Will come at last 



 

Verse 3 
Rejoice rejoice O Christian 
Lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs 
To Jesus Christ the King 
The Hope of all who seek Him 
The Help of all who find 
None other is so loving 
So good and kind 
 

MESSAGE… 

Matthew 28:1-28           Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson 
 

POST MESSAGE HYMN (Guest Harp Solo) or 
In Christ Alone (CCLI#3350395) 

Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 

Verse 3 



There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 

PRAYERS 
P: We pray for all people according to their needs: for 

the sick or sorrowing, the lonely or lost, the fearful or 
frustrated, the tempted or troubled. 

C: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten. 
Replace their despair with joy, their hurt with 
comfort, their struggle with peace. 

P: For those who do not trust, those who do not know 
the saving power of the death of Jesus, those who do 
not know the joy to the resurrection. 

C: Send laborers into Your harvest, Lord. Open 
hearts to receive the message of salvation. 
Allow us to be witnesses to Your love. 

P: We praise and thank God for the feast of victory 
which is ours in Jesus Christ: You are worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and honor and power. 

C: You are worthy to receive blessing and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 

Face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

C: Amen! 
 

DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C. We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
Christ The Lord Is Risen Today (CCLI#27965) 

Verse 1 
Christ the Lord is risen today alleluia 
Sons of men and angels say alleluia 
Raise your joys and triumphs high alleluia 
Sing ye heavens and earth reply alleluia 
Verse 2 
Lives again our glorious King alleluia 
Where O death is now thy sting alleluia 
Dying once He all doth save alleluia 
Where's thy victory boasting grave alleluia 
 



Verse 3 
Love's redeeming work is done alleluia 
Fought the fight the battle won alleluia 
Death in vain forbids Him rise alleluia 
Christ hath opened paradise alleluia 
 
Verse 4 
Soar we now where Christ has led alleluia 
Following our exalted Head alleluia 
Made like Him like Him we rise alleluia 
Ours the cross the grave the skies alleluia 

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 


