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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
WELCOME - Please sign our ‘Record of Fellowship’’ 

book found in the pew 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and GREET ONE ANOTHER 
 

OPENING HYMN 
Raise a Hallelujah 7119315 

Verse 1 
I raise a hallelujah in the presence of my enemies 
I raise a hallelujah louder than the unbelief 
I raise a hallelujah my weapon is a melody 
I raise a hallelujah Heaven comes to fight for me 
 
CHORUS 
I’m gonna sing in the middle of the storm 
Louder and louder you’re gonna hear my praises roar 
Up from the ashes hope will arise 
Death is defeated the King is alive 
 
\Verse 2 
I raise a hallelujah with everything inside of me 
I raise a hallelujah I will watch the darkness flee 
I raise a hallelujah in the middle of the mystery 
I raise a hallelujah fear you lost your hold on me 
CHORUS 
 
Bridge 
Sing a little louder in the presence of my enemies 
Sing a little louder louder than the unbelief 
Sing a little louder my weapon is a melody 
Sing a little louder Heaven comes to fight for me 
CHORUS 
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INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: Oh, come, as we sing unto the Lord; we make a 

joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 
C: We come before His presence with 

thanksgiving and make a joyful noise unto Him 
with psalms. 

P: For the Lord is a great God and a great King above all 
gods. 

C: In His hands are the deep places of the earth; 
the strength of the hills is His also. 

P: The sea is His, and He made it and His hands formed 
the dry land. 

C: Oh, come, as worship and bow down; and kneel 
before the Lord, our Maker. 

P: For He is our God; and we are the people of His 
pasture and the sheep of His hands. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now and will be forever. Amen. 

  

WE CONFESSION OUR SIN 
All: Lord, we confess our sin. You have promised to 

provide for all of our needs, and yet we 
mistrust Your promise. We know the futility of 
our own ambitions and our inability to do that 
which we desire. Today, we need to recognize 
the sin within us, and ask that you would 
forgive us. Lord, in Your mercy, give us daily 
bread, not only for our bodies, but as food for 
our spirits. Forgive our sin and cleanse us so 



4 

 

that we can be pleasing in Your sight and 
ministers in Your service. 

 

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
We P: Our God is a great God, providing for all of our needs, 

giving us daily bread and supplies for every spiritual 
need. Our sin no longer controls us. Our response to 
God’s love is the focus for our lives. The death of 
Jesus Christ has paid the cost of our sin and has set 
us free to live in victory. are forgiven. We are 
daughters and sons of God. We are ministers to each 
other. Praise God for the daily provision for our every 
need. Therefore, as a servant of the Word, I 
announce that our sins are forgiven in the name of 
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit 

SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit.  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) Lord because You have 

promised to give what we ask in the name of 
Your only begotten son, teach us rightly to pray 
and with all Your saints to offer You our 
adoration and praise; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Acts 10:34-48 34Then Peter said, “Now I understand 

that God doesn’t play favorites. 35Rather, whoever 
respects God and does what is right is acceptable to him 
in any nation. 36God sent his word to the people of Israel 
and brought them the Good News of peace through 
Jesus Christ. This Jesus Christ is everyone’s Lord. 37You 
know what happened throughout Judea. Everything 
began in Galilee after John spread the news about 



5 

 

baptism. 38You know that God anointed Jesus from 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Jesus went 
everywhere and did good things, such as healing 
everyone who was under the devil’s power. Jesus did 
these things because God was with him. 39We can testify 
to everything Jesus did in the land of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. People hung him on a cross and killed him, 
40but God brought him back to life on the third day. God 
didn’t show him 41to all the people. He showed Jesus to 
witnesses, apostles he had already chosen. We apostles 
are those men who ate and drank with Jesus after he 
came back to life. 42He ordered us to warn the people, 
‘God has appointed Jesus to judge the living and the 
dead.’ 43In addition, all the prophets testify that people 
who believe in the one named Jesus receive forgiveness 
for their sins through him.” 44While Peter was still 
speaking, the Holy Spirit came to everyone who heard 
his message. 45All the believers who were circumcised 
and who had come with Peter were amazed that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit had been poured on people who were 
not Jewish. 46They heard these non-Jewish people 
speaking in other languages and praising God. Then 
Peter said, 47“No one can refuse to baptize these people 
with water. They have received the Holy Spirit in the 
same way that we did.” 48So Peter ordered that they 
should be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they asked Peter to stay with them for several days. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: 1 John 5:1-8 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 

Messiah has been born from God. Everyone who loves 
the Father also loves his children. 2We know that we love 
God’s children when we love God by obeying his 
commandments. 3To love God means that we obey his 
commandments. Obeying his commandments isn’t 
difficult 4because everyone who has been born from God 
has won the victory over the world. Our faith is what 
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wins the victory over the world. 5Who wins the victory 
over the world? Isn’t it the person who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 6This Son of God is Jesus 
Christ, who came by water and blood. He didn’t come 
with water only, but with water and with blood. The 
Spirit is the one who verifies this, because the Spirit is 
the truth. 7There are three witnesses: 8the Spirit, the 
water, and the blood. These three witnesses agree. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of John, 

chapter 15 beginning at the 9th verse. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
P: 9“I have loved you the same way the Father has loved 

me. So live in my love. 10If you obey my 
commandments; you will live in my love. I have 
obeyed my Father’s commandments, and in that way 
I live in his love. 11I have told you this so that you will 
be as joyful as I am, and your joy will be complete. 
12Love each other as I have loved you. This is what 
I’m commanding you to do. 13The greatest love you 
can show is to give your life for your friends. 14You 
are my friends if you obey my commandments. 15I 
don’t call you servants anymore, because a servant 
doesn’t know what his master is doing. But I’ve called 
you friends because I’ve made known to you 
everything that I’ve heard from my Father. 16You 
didn’t choose me, but I chose you. I have appointed 
you to go, to produce fruit that will last, and to ask 
the Father in my name to give you whatever you ask 
for. 17Love each other. This is what I’m commanding 
you to do. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PREPARATION 
Now Thank We Al  Our God 86638 VS 1,2,3 

Verse 1 
Now thank we all our God 
With hearts and hands and voices 
Who wondrous things has done 
In whom His world rejoices 
Who from our mother's arms 
Has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love 
And still is ours today 
 

Verse 2 
O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us 
And keep us in His grace 
And guide us when perplexed 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next 
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Verse 3 
All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given 
The Son and Him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven 
The one eternal God 
Whom earth and heaven adore 
For thus it was is now 
And shall be evermore 

 
Talking to Jesus By: Kara Brown…In Honor of Mothers 
 
SERMON... Authentic in Love  I John 4:12-16 

  Rev. Kenneth L. Williamson  
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: Almighty God, we lift before You our prayers and our 

praise. We profess our love for You. 
C: We love You for You have first loved us and 

have given us Your Son, Jesus, as the Lamb 
who takes away our sins. 

P: We pray for those with needs and for the physically 
hurting, especially… Meet their needs with Your divine 
love. 

C: Grant Your Spirit of Healing. 
P: We pray for those with emotional pains. 
C: Grant Your Spirit of Peace. 
P: We pray for those who know loss. 
C: Grant Your Spirit of Comfort. 
P: We pray for those who face decisions. 
C: Grant Your Spirit of Wisdom.  
P: We praise You, O God, for sending Your Son Jesus to 

be our Good Shepherds.    
 C: We thank You for sending Your Holy Spirit to 

call us into the one flock, the church, with one 
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 
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P: Empower Your Church, O God, that it may proclaim 
the Gospel of salvation in its truth and purity. 

 C: Lead us and guide us according to Your will. 
 P: Good Shepherd, we ask You to care for Your flock.  
 C: Use us according to Your will to feed the 

hungry, to comfort the mourning and lonely, to 
encourage the weak and straying. 

 P: Provide especially for… 
  Good Shepherd, as You know Your sheep. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: We pray for all mothers, O God. We thank You for the 

blessings of Christian mothers who demonstrated 
Your love as they cared for their children and who 
taught those children the good news of salvation in 
Jesus Christ. Grant that all mothers may find joy in 
carrying out their role of bringing up children in the 
fear of the Lord. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  hear our prayer. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

A SENDING PRAYER 
All: “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but 

whoever confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy.” 



10 

 

C: “Blessed is the man who always fears the Lord, 
but he who hardens his heart falls into 
trouble.” 

P: “Though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises 
again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity.” 

All: Lord, we confess our sins, and our failures we 
will not hide. If You kept a record of sin, no one 
could stand before You in innocence. We have 
all sinned and fallen short of Your expectation. 
No amount of good can overcome our 
wrong…no penance can provide the 
forgiveness we need. We fall at Your cross, 
claiming Your promise. For You have said, “If 
My people, who are called by My name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek My face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear them from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land.” Grant it, Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord 
make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you.  The Lord look upon you with His favor 

and give You, His peace.  
C: Amen! 
 

DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C. We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
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CLOSING SONG 
Trust and Obey   22094 VS1-3 
CHORUS 
Trust and obey 
For there's no other way 
To be happy in Jesus 
But to trust and obey 
 
Verse 1 
When we walk with the Lord 
In the light of His Word 
What a glory He sheds on our way 
While we do His good will 
He abides with us still 
And with all who will trust and obey 
 
Verse 2 
Not a shadow can rise 
Not a cloud in the skies 
But His smile quickly drives it away 
Not a doubt nor a fear 
Not a sigh nor a tear 
Can abide while we trust and obey 
 
Verse 3 
Then in fellowship sweet 
We will sit at His feet 
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way 
What He says we will do 
Where He sends we will go 
Never fear only trust and obey 
 
Ending 
Trust and obey 
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ANNOUCEMENTS: 
The office secretary position at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church is open as of June 1st.  A copy of the job description is 
available in the Bethlehem church office.  If you are interested in 
applying for this 20 hour a week position, please contact Keith 
Jacobson (509) 965-8374; or Doris Roth (509) 877-6548. 

 


