
Authentic in Love 
I John 4:12-16   

 “I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived 
in your grandmother Lois and in  

your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in 
you also.”   2 Timothy 1:5 
 
Two areas we tend to mess up in are love and God.   
 
Jesus said the greatest commandment is this - loving God 
and loving people.   
 
  “No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and His love is  
 made complete in us.  We know that we live in Him, 
and He in us, because He has  
 given us His Spirit.”       
  I John 4:12-13  
 
The theme of I John is living an authentic Christian life.   
Authentic in life.  Authentic in love.  Authentic in faith.   
 
Having success in our relationships, there has to be a 
commitment of physical presence.   
It takes time.  It means involvement.  We learn by 
observation.   
 

“While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s (Matthew’s) 
house, many tax collectors and  

sinners were eating with His disciples, for there were 
many who followed Him.”     

        
  Mark 2:15  
 
Love has a physical demonstration - there is a risk out loud. 
  
 



How does God do this?  God is love.   
When we love each other we are radiating the presence of 
God.  
We call this the community the church. 
  “Everywhere we go we carry the aroma of God.  
  2 Corinthians 2:15 

“Love has the run of the house.”     
  I John 4:16   
 
We grow and develop in an atmosphere of love, 
enthusiasm, and encouragement.       
The promise of God:  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord.  ‘Plans to prosper you and not  

to harm you.  Plans to give you a hope and a future.’” 
   Jeremiah 29:11  
 

 “And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord 
said to me, ‘Rise, and go into  

Damascus, and there you will be told all that is 
appointed for you to do.’”  Acts 22:10  
 
We are in need of hearing audible encouragement. 
 Mary do not be afraid.  You have found favor with 
God.”    Luke 1:30 
 
 
The cost of what it means to love:   
It is the commitment to physical presence.   
It is the commitment to words of faith.   
It is a commitment of sacrificial action.  
 
 
A sacrament is where God comes to us and gives Himself to 
us.  We see and experience this in baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper.   
 



A sacrifice is where we offer up something to God.   
A sacrifice is when we give up something of value to attain 
something of greater value.   
 
 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  Abide in me, and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit.”       
     John 15:5 


