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RINGING OF THE BELLS 
OPENING HYMN 
Shout to the Lord 
My Jesus my Saviour 
Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 
 

Chorus 
Shout to the Lord 
All the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty 
Praise to the King 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy 
At the work of Your hands 
Forever I'll love You 
Forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise 
I have in You 
(REPEAT ALL) 
 

INVOCATION/CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: We are God’s people who gather to worship in the 

name of the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! God is the source and giver of all life. 
P: God is our chosen portion and our cup. 
C: God gives us wisdom and instructs the heart. 
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P: Our hearts are glad, our souls rejoice, and our bodies 
rest secure in God. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Jesus said, “Follow me!” 
C: I’m happy to follow, Lord. Where will we be 

staying? Will the food be good? Just let me 
pack my tent and sleeping bag and a good 
lunch, and I’ll be right there. 

P: Jesus said, “Follow me!” 
C: Will it be dangerous, Lord? Will everyone be 

nice to me? First let me arrange for a 
bodyguard, and then I’ll come and follow. 

P: Jesus said, “Follow me!” 
C: But, “I have bought a field and I must go and 

see it.” “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I’m on my way to examine them.” “I just got 
married, and so I can’t come.” 

P: Jesus said, “Follow me!” 
C: Will there be reporters following us, Lord? I 

mean, will I be on TV or have my picture in the 
newspaper? A little publicity never hurts, You 
know. Let me call the press, and I’ll be right 
with You. 

P: Jesus said, “Follow me!” 
C: Right now Lord? I mean, this is the best fishing 

time of the year! Let me catch my limit first, 
and then I’ll follow You. 

P: Jesus said, “Follow me!” 
C: Me? You want me? I’m not good enough. Lord, 

do you know what kind of things I’ve done in 
my life? I mean, don’t tell anybody. I’d be so 
embarrassed! I’d just discredit Your name. Let 
me clean up my life a bit, and then I’ll be along. 

P: Excuses, excuses! Sisters and brothers as creative as 
we may be in finding reasons why we cannot follow 
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Jesus, they end up being only excuses, and most of 
our excuses are the direct result of our sin. 

All: We reflect on the excuses we have made to not 
do the Lord’s bidding, ask His forgiveness, and 
receive His strength to take up the cross for the 
sake of the Gospel and follow wherever He 
leads. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we have sinned against You in 

our thoughts, words, and actions. So often we 
have made excuses for not doing Your will. We 
have worshipped other gods by paying more 
attention to people and things than we pay to 
You. We try to explain away our actions, but 
we confess that we have sinned and disobeyed 
You. Forgive us, gracious God, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 

P: God has heard our prayer, and out of His great love 
for us, His dear children, He answers our prayer by 
giving us the forgiveness we so desperately need. 
Therefore, it is my privilege to announce that our sins 
are forgiven in the name of the Father, the  Son and 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: (We pray together) O Lord, because You have 

prepared for those who love You, such good 
things that have surpassed our understanding, 
pour into our hearts such love towards You 
that we, loving You above all things, may 
obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we 
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can desire, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and 
scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares 
the LORD. 2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God 
of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: 
“Because you have scattered my flock and driven 
them away and have not bestowed care on them, I 
will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have 
done,” declares the LORD. 3 “I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I 
have driven them and will bring them back to their 
pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in 
number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will 
tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or 
terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD. 
5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who 
will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the 
land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will 
live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: The 
LORD Our Righteous Savior. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: Ephesians 2:11-22  

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are 
Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those 
who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done 
in the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at 
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that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 
covenants of the promise, without hope and without 
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far away have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who 
has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting 
aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself 
one new humanity out of the two, thus making 
peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them 
to God through the cross, by which he put to death 
their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you 
who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. 18 For through him we both have access to the 
Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no 
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Mark, 

chapter 6 beginning at the 30th verse.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
P: The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to 

him all they had done and taught. 31 Then, because 
so many people were coming and going that they did 
not even have a chance to eat, he said to 
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them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest.” 32 So they went away by 
themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many 
who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on 
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 
them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, 
he had compassion on them, because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching 
them many things. 35 By this time it was late in the 
day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote 
place,” they said, “and it’s already very late. 36 Send 
the people away so that they can go to the 
surrounding countryside and villages and buy 
themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered, 
“You give them something to eat.” They said to him, 
“That would take more than half a year’s wages[a]! 
Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give 
it to them to eat?” 38 “How many loaves do you 
have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they found out, 
they said, “Five—and two fish.” 39 Then Jesus directed 
them to have all the people sit down in groups on the 
green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of 
hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks 
and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his 
disciples to distribute to the people. He also divided 
the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were 
satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The 
number of the men who had eaten was five 
thousand. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH -NICENE CREED 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A30-44&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24445a
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. And of all things visible and 
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 
suffered and was buried.  And the third day he 
rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of the Father.  And he will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

 
 

 

SONG OF PREPARATION 
Because He Lives 
Verse 1 
God sent His Son they called Him Jesus 
He came to love heal and forgive 
He bled and died to buy my pardon 
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An empty grave is there to prove 
My Savior lives 
 

Chorus 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living 
Just because He lives 
 

Verse 2 
How sweet to hold our newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy he gives 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain days 
Because Christ lives 
Chorus 
 

Verse 3 
And then one day I'll cross that river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then as death gives way to vict'ry 
I'll see the lights of glory 
And I'll know He reigns. 
Chorus 
 

SERMON…What would we like to be or do for God if there 
were no hindrances in our lives?    Exodus 3:18  
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: We pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. Loving 
Lord, You bless us, Your people, with an opportunity 
to love others as You have loved us. 

C: We praise You for Your great gifts, Lord. 
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P: Loving God, it is through Your Son that we are able to 
see what true love means. By His example we are 
shown the unfathomable love which You have for us. 

C: Move us to model Jesus’ love in our lives, Lord. 
P: Loving God, by the work of Your Spirit, we are able to 

respond in faith to Your call to love others as we love 
ourselves. By Your Spirit’s work, we are empowered 
and sustained as we carry Your love to others. 

C: Direct us in Your ways, Lord. 
P: Today we lay before You special concerns, Lord… 

Allow all for whom we pray to be comforted by the 
understanding that You are our loving God. 

C: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in Your love, Your 
mercy, Your authority, and Your power to 
deliver Your people in all situations. 

P: Yours is the kingdom and power and the glory, O 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

A SENDING PRAYER 
P: We bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
All: Christ has no body now but ours. No hands, no 

feet on earth but ours. Ours are the eyes 
through which He looks on this world with 
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kindness. Ours are the feet with which He 
walks to do good. Ours are the hands through 
which He blesses all the world. Ours are the 
hands, ours are the feet, ours are the eyes; We 
are Christ’s body. 

P: From God’s Word, through the apostle Paul: 
So, Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip 
His people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ. Now to Him who is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generation, forever and ever. [Eph. 3:20-21; 4:11-12] 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

THE BLESSING  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His 

face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 
Lord look upon you with His favor and give You, His 
peace. 

C: Amen! 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
C. We will be devoted disciples by reaching, building, 

and sending. 
 

THE CLOSING SONG 
The Name of the Lord 
Chorus 1 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
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Blessed be the name of the Lord most high 
REPEAT 
 

Verse 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are safe 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are safe 
 

Chorus 2 
Holy is the name of the Lord 
Holy is the name of the Lord 
Holy is the name of the Lord most high 
(REPEAT) 
 

Verse 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are safe 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are safe 
 

Chorus 3 
Glory to the name of the Lord 
Glory to the name of the Lord 
Glory to the name of the Lord most high 
(REPEAT) 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: 
Take, eat; this is MY body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me. In the same way He 
took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of 
you; this is MY blood of the New Testament, which is 
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shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  

 
 
 
 

As the Deer 
Verse 1 
As the deer panteth for the water 
So my soul longeth after Thee 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship Thee 
 

Chorus 
You alone are my strength my shield 
To You alone may my spirit yield 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship Thee 
 

Verse 2 
You're my friend and You are my brother 
Even though You are a King 
I love You more than any other 
So much more than anything 
Chorus 
 

Verse 3 
I want You more than gold or silver 
Only You can satisfy 
You alone are the real joygiver 
And the apple of my eye 
Chorus 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
FLOWERS 
For our worship services, a flower sign up is in the foyer and 
is a wonderful way to honor someone, a celebration or 
thanksgiving for friends or family- or just flowers to the 
Glory of God. Florist or garden flowers for the pedestal are 
welcome. The signup is on the board in the foyer.  
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OUTLINE 
What would we like to be or do for God if there 
were no hindrances in our lives?   

Exodus 3:1-8, 10-15 
 

Three things from the burning bush: 
1.  God appears in the      .   
2.  God has to get our      .   
3.  God turns us toward           
others.   
 

Three Excuses: 
 

Excuse 1: “Who am     that I should go 
to Pharaoh?”   
 

It is a      problem.  
God respond to that kind of a problem with a 
     .   

“I will be with you.”    Exodus 3:12 
 

“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”     Philippians 4:13 

Peter said, “Cast all your cares on the Lord 
because He cares for you.”    I Peter 5:7 
 
Excuse 2: “How am I ever going to        ?”   
God follows up with the same promise, “I will be 
with you.”   
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Excuse 3: “What am I going to    .”   
It was a      problem.  God said, 
“Just tell them who I am.” 
 

It is beautiful example of how God will use someone 
who is       to be used, and 
how He makes up the difference in our lives. 
 
“…with God all things are possible.”      
     Matthew 19:26 


