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OPENING HYMN 
My Country Tis of Thee 
Verse 1 
My country 'tis of thee 
Sweet land of liberty 
Of thee I sing 
Land where my fathers died 
Land of the pilgrims' pride 
From every mountain side 
Let freedom ring 
 
Verse 2 
My native country thee 
Land of the noble free 
Thy name I love 
I love thy rocks and rills 
Thy woods and templed hills 
My heart with rapture thrills 
Like that above 
 
Verse 3 
Let music swell the breeze 
And ring from all the trees 
Sweet freedom's song 
Let mortal tongues awake 
Let all that breathe partake 
Let rocks their silence break 
The sound prolong 
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Verse 4 
Our fathers' God to Thee 
Author of liberty 
To Thee we sing 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light 
Protect us by Thy might 
Great God our King 
 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
P:  Welcome to this place of peace and rest. God has 

promised, “Where two or three are gathered in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” 

C: In the name of our awesome God, Father,  
Son and the Holy Spirit. 

P: Amen! The Lord is with us, we “Sing to the Lord!” 
C: Give praise to the Lord! 
P: He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of 

the wicked. 
All: With great boldness, we worship our God and 

tell everyone what He has done. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Our Lord invites us to come to Him and to lay bare 

our souls before Him seeking His mercy and 
forgiveness. 

C: Lord, we come to You today knowing that You 
probe the heart and mind of Your people. Most 
merciful God, like the land before the great 
flood, our land is filled with violence. Like the 
Israelites living among Canaanite neighbors, 
we have often imitated what is evil in our 
culture. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed. We openly confess to 
You, and to our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
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that we often kept silent, fearing ridicule and 
persecution. We have not spoken up about You, 
Your love or Your ways, in company of our 
friends, relatives, and associates. Forgive us,  
O Lord, for these and other sins committed 
against You in our thinking, speaking, and 
doing. Restore us; renew us, by Your Holy 
Spirit, so that we might tell everyone what You 
have done. Amen. 

P: God has heard our prayers and has sent His Son, 
Jesus, to take our sins with Him to the cross and rose 
in victory over death. Therefore, it is my privilege to 
announce that our sins are forgiven in the name of 
the Father, the  Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

SALUTATION   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also, with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
All: (We pray) We come before Your throne of grace, 

Lord, and we ask that You bless us as we hear 
and are fed by Your Word, so that we might 
with renewed energy and courage stand firm in 
times of persecution and tell everyone what 
You have done. In the name of Jesus, Your Son, 
we pray. Amen. 

 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Reader: Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is 
   the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance. 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE READING 
Reader: Titus 3:1-5 Remind the people to be subject to 

rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 
do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be 
peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle 
toward everyone. 3 At one time we too were foolish, 
disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  
P: Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Luke, 
  chapter 4 beginning at the 18th verse. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
P: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners. 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor. 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-NICENE CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. And of all things visible and 
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
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Light, very God of very God, begotten not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 
suffered and was buried.  And third day he rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father.  And he will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN 
FLAG 
 I pledge Allegiance to the flag. 
 Of the United States of America 
 And to the republic for which it stands. 
 One nation under God, indivisible, 
 With liberty and justice for all! 
 

For Personal Reflection 
 (The patriotic songs picked for today do declare God’s 

reign over our nation and world.) Our National 
Anthem, last verse (which is rarely sung – how sad!) 
points us to God in a very direct way. We need to 



7 

 

sing this verse with great conviction during this time 
of year. We have the opportunity of pointing our 
focus back to the cross – back to God as Lord of all 
nations, Lord of the USA, Lord of our lives. When God 
is first in our nation, we will find the healing we need 
and only then. 

 

OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM-Star Spangle Banner 

O say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hailed, at the twilight’s 
last gleaming; 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through 
the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so 
gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting 
in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was 
still there; 
O say does that Star - Spangled Banner yet 
wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the 
brave? 
 

O thus be it ever, when free men shall stand 
Between their loved homes and the war’s 
desolation. 
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heav’n 
rescued land 
Praise the Pow’r that hath made and preserved 
us a nation! 
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is 
just, 
And this be our motto: ‘In God is our trust.’ 
And the Star - Spangled Banner in triumph 
shall wave 
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O’er the land of the free and the home of the 
brave! 
 

All: O Christ, we love this land!  It is a love we wish 

we could understand better. The laws, the 
regulations, the numbers and the over-all 
systems are confusing to us. When things go 
wrong it becomes easier to give up, to blame 
others and to do nothing. O Christ, give us the 
unashamed courage and understanding to 
believe in the best for our country. Give us 
enough passion and patience to make them 
come true. We pray, in Your name, Amen. 

 
 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE CHRISTIAN 
FLAG 

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag.  
And to the Savior for whose kingdom, it stands; 

 One Savior, crucified, risen, and coming again, 
 With life and liberty for all who believe. 
 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE HOLY 
BIBLE 
The pledge allegiance to the Bible, God’s Holy Word, 
I will make it a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
Path and will hide its WORDS in my heart that I might 
not sin against God. 
 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE CROSS OF 
    CHRIST 

I pledge allegiance to the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to the faith for which it stands; One Savior, 
King Eternal, Jesus Christ, with mercy and grace for 
all. 
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SONG OF PREPARATION 
America the Beautiful 
Verse 1 
O beautiful for spacious skies 
For amber waves of grain 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain 
America America God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea 
 
Verse 2 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whose stern impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness 
America America God mend thine ev'ry flaw 
Confirm thy soul in self control 
Thy liberty in law 
 
Verse 3 
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife 
Who more than self their country loved 
And mercy more than life 
America America may God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness 
And ev'ry gain divine 
 

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory (Battle Hymn) 
Chorus 
Glory glory hallelujah 
Glory glory hallelujah 
Glory glory hallelujah 
His truth (our God) is marching on 
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Verse 1 
Mine eyes have seen the glory 
Of the coming of the Lord 
He is trampling out the vintage 
Where the grapes of wrath are stored 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning 
Of His terrible swift sword 
His truth is marching on 
 

Verse 2 
I have seen Him in the watchfires 
Of a hundred circling camps 
They have builded Him an altar 
In the evening dews and damps 
I can read His righteous sentence 
By the dim and flaring lamps 
His day is marching on 
 

Verse 3 
He has sounded forth the trumpet 
That shall never call retreat 
He is sifting out the hearts of men 
Before His judgment seat 
O be swift my soul to answer Him 
Be jubilant my feet 
Our God is marching on 
 

SERMON… What is our source for security?  

Psalm37:3-7, 23-25 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: O Lord God, You are our source of strength and we 

praise You for the assurance of Your presence. 
C: Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
P: Lord, we believe Your Word. Help us to overcome our 

unbelief so that we might with boldness tell everyone 
what You have done. 
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C: Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
P: Today, as we remember our nation’s founding, we 

remember those who forged this nation on the 
principles of freedom and liberty for all, and we ask 
that You continue to strengthen our leaders with true 
wisdom and good judgment so that they may lead 
this nation to the glory of Your name and the blessing 
of all its citizens. 

C: Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
P: Lord, we also lay before Your throne of grace the 

needs of Your people. We especially pray for the sick, 
the dying, the abused, the troubled of mind and 
spirit, especially today, we name before You… Lord, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: These things we pray in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

A SENDING PRAYER 
God Bless America 
God bless America, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her thru the night with a light 
from above 
From the mountains to the prairies to the oceans white 
with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home. 
God bless America, my home sweet home. 
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THE BLESSING  
P:  We go now, bearing the presence of Christ into the 

world. 
C: Our hope is based on God’s promises, our 

prayer is for God’s purposes, and our service 
will show God’s love. 

P: We will offer a cup of cold eater, 
C: in the pattern of Teacher and Savior. 
P: In the name of the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: We will be devoted disciples by reaching, 

building, and sending. 
 

INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
 P: Jesus Christ who “recues the life of the needy from 

the hands of the wicked,” invites us to share in the 
meal He has given to His disciples with words, “Do 
this in remembrance of Me.” 

C: We remember His dying for us, and we 
remember and celebrate His rising from the 
grave for our justification. 

P: Jesus says, “Whoever acknowledges Me before 
people, I will acknowledge before My Father in 
heaven.” 

C: We publicly acknowledge You, Jesus, as our 
Savior from sin and we come before You now in 
oneness of faith and spirit to be refreshed by 
this meal. 

P: Today, we recognized our freedom not only as 
citizens of the U.S., but as the people of God. 
Through the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanses us 
from all sin, we are indeed free! Through the blood of 
Jesus Christ, our faith is strengthened for the battles 
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ahead; our lips are encouraged to declare Him among 
the people. In this meal, God’s Son lives on!   

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: 
Take, eat; this is MY body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me. In the same way He 
took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of 
you; this is MY blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  

 

CLOSING SONG 
Meekness and Majesty 
Verse 1 
Meekness and majesty 
Manhood and deity 
In perfect harmony 
The Man who is God 
Lord of eternity 
Dwells in humanity 
Kneels in humility 
And washes our feet 
 
Chorus 
O what a mystery 
Meekness and majesty 
Bow down and worship 
For this is your God 
This is your God 
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Verse 2 
Father's pure radiance 
Perfect in innocence 
Yet learns obedience 
To death on a cross 
Suffering to give us life 
Conquering through sacrifice 
And as they crucify 
Prays 'Father forgive' 
 
Verse 3 
Wisdom unsearchable 
God the invisible 
Love indestructible 
In frailty appears 
Lord of infinity 
Stooping so tenderly 
Lifts our humanity 
To the heights of His throne 
 
Grace Alone 
Verse 1 
I was an orphan lost at the fall 
Running away when I'd hear you call 
But Father you worked your will 
I had no righteousness of my own 
I had no right to draw near your throne 
But Father you loved me still 
 
Chorus 1 
And in love before you laid the world's foundation 
You predestined to adopt me as your own 
You have raised me up so high above my station 
I'm a child of God by grace and grace alone 
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Verse 2 
You left your home to seek out the lost 
You knew the great and terrible cost 
But Jesus your face was set 
I worked my fingers down to the bone 
But nothing I did could ever atone 
But Jesus you paid my debt 
 
Chorus 2 
By Your blood I have redemption and salvation 
Lord you died that I might reap what you have sown 
And you rose that I might be a new creation 
I am born again by grace and grace alone 
 
Bridge 
I was in darkness all of my life 
I never knew the day from the night 
But Spirit you made me see 
I swore I knew the way on my own 
Head full of rocks a heart made of stone 
But Spirit you moved in me 
 
Chorus 3 
And at your touch my sleeping spirit was awakened 
On my darkened heart the light of Christ has shone 
Called into a kingdom that cannot be shaken 
Heaven's citizen by grace and grace alone 
 
Ending 
So I'll stand in faith by grace and grace alone 
I will run the race by grace and grace alone 
I will slay my sin by grace and grace alone 
I will reach the end by grace and grace alone 
 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED Monday July 5, 2021 


